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Early screening proves eye-opening 
for 3-year-old. 
“We enrolled Jameson in the 3-year-old preschool at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church in the fall of 2015,” wrote his 
mother Elizabeth LeMay to Bruce Watson, executive 
director of the Early Learning Coalition of 
Escambia County. “The school nurses do hearing 
and eye tests for the children who attend the school. 
He passed the hearing test but failed both eye tests. 
We were so surprised because we had not noticed any 
problems that would indicate that he was having 
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vision issues.” 
The Pensacola mother said the nurses followed up to be sure Jameson had gotten an eye exam from 
a doctor adding, “We were surprised and a bit embarrassed to learn he is severely farsighted and 
needed glasses!”  
She went on to write about how grateful they are the program exists to help students get hearing 
and vision problems detected early, explaining, “We missed the signs of a problem, as had his 
doctor.” 
Watson responded, thanking LeMay. “I see the screening numbers every month, but they only tell a 
small part, and certainly not the most important part, of the story about this program. It is because 
of the difference we make in the lives of children such as your own that we do this. I am glad we 
could be of service and help you and your family, especially Jameson. I wish him the best of luck in 
school and know this will help ensure he does well.” 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Babies aren’t born smart.
made smart.” 

That’s what the founder and president of the Thirty 

They’re Working with other programs for young children 
such as Head Start, Early Head Start and the 
VPK program, Florida’s school readiness 

children and referrals to health and educational 
specialists. Spotting issues early helps identify 
children who may benefit from further 
assessment and follow-up.  
Escambia County’s early learning coalition works 
with their local Department of Health to do their 
health screenings, checking all children whose 
parents have completed permission forms. 

Million Words Initiative told a Pensacola audience 
in late March. Dana Suskind, MD, professor of 
surgery at the University of Chicago and director of 
their pediatric cochlear implant program, noticed a 
language gap in patients who had cochlear implants. 
As she looked into it further, her research confirmed 
that a key to early learning and building a child’s 
brain is to provide a rich learning environment from 
day one

is is one of a series of occasional emails that highlight stories about how early learning makes a difference in 
the lives of children, families, communities and regions. To remove your name from our mailing list or if you 
have questions, please email pio@oel.myflorida.com or call 866-357-3239. 
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