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Florida Children’s Week

2019

STATEWIDE CELEBRATION

C

in the Capital City

hildren’s Week is the only annual
event held in the state of Florida
that celebrates and honors its
commitment to children and advocates.
Beginning over 20 years ago, Children’s
Week’s attendance and partnerships have
grown to more than 130 paid partners,
over 5,000 attendees, more than 50 free
community events statewide and hundreds
of volunteers who make Children’s Week
the largest event hosted at Florida’s State
Capitol.

The Office of Early Learning along with parents,
children, coalitions, professionals and community leaders, gathered for events such as Hanging
of Hands and the “Rumble in the Jungle” themed
storybook village. Thousands of children got to
enjoy music, games, giveaways and most gave their
attention to a few special readers. Made possible by the United Way of Florida, Children’s Week
promotes the healthy growth and development
of Florida’s children. The 2019 celebration was a
great success. Thank you to all who joined us in
the capital city of Tallahassee!
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Child Abuse Prevention

F

ounded in 1972 in the city of Chicago,
Prevent Child Abuse America works
to promote the healthy development
of children and prevent child abuse before it
can occur in order to help children to grow
up and contribute in their communities.
April is Child Abuse Prevention month and
all month long, childcare providers, early
learning
coalitions,
state
agenices,
organizations and busineses alike dress in
blue and decorate their lawns in silver and
blue pinwheels. The pinwheels are more
than front yard or flower bed decorations.
They are planted in recognition of healthy
childhood development and can be
“pinpointed” all throughout the state of Florida.

Pinwheels

Why
?
Prevent Child Abuse America introduced the
blue pinwheel as the nationally recognized
symbol for prevention. It inspires and reminds
individuals to play a role in promoting great
childhoods and providing the best possible
environment for children to flourish and thrive.
Thank you to all who participate in the
“Pinwheels for Prevention” national campaign.
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Statewide Updates
COALITION DIRECTOR FEATURED

in Emerald Coast Magazine

S

uzan Gage, Executive Director of ELC of
Northwest Florida, was featured in the
April-May edition of Emerald Coast
magazine. The two-page spread highlighted Gage’s
ability to shape the lives of children for lifetimes
of success. Gage speaks on recovery efforts
following the destruction of Hurricane Michael
and the importance of children having the “right
foundation.” The feature on Suzan Gage can be
found on pages 22-24 of Emerald Coast
magazine.

MEET THE MASTERS PROGRAM

Famous Art Brought to Putnam Preschools

The famous artist Claude Monet is
visiting preschools in Palatka this
Spring. This is made possible by
the Early Learning Coalition of
North Florida’s (ELC) outreach
team who teach preschoolers about
the arts and influencers during a day
of fun activities. Meet the Masters
is one of the many programs which
help foster the lives of children
from birth through five years of age.
Exposing children to the arts at a
young age is very important to
building their creativity. Learning to
paint or play an instrument builds
confidence - an important component to early child development.
The ELC outreach program regularly puts on themed literacy programs in local child care
centers and preschool classrooms. The goal of these programs is to expose children to
quality literature and to teach important topics that children need to learn.
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2019 PUBLIX DIAPER DRIVE

ELC of Marion County

E

ach year, between the end of February and the
beginning of March, the Early Learning Coalition of
Marion County’s (ELCMC) Success By 6 Coordinator,
Chrissy Vickers,
collaborates
with
local Publix stores
for an annual diaper
drive. Publix associates encourage customers at the register to donate a pack
of diapers or wipes
to be distributed to
local families in need.
Of every Publix diaper drive to date,
the 2019 diaper drive
is proving to be the
most successful. This
year’s diaper drive

has already pulled in 171,193 diapers and 29,142
wipes. There are still multiple shipments coming in and received shipments that have not yet
been counted. The shipments have gotten so
large and so frequent that distribution had to
begin immediately,
with ELCMC reaching out to community
partners
to distribute larger donations than
what an individual
parent would receive.
Multiple
ELCMC
staff have been
told by various
Publix stores that the
ongoing
diaper
drive has been so
large that it is even
affecting their distribution warehouses.

A TIMES-UNION LETTER

T

proud to recently take many parents, child care directors and
he Early Learning was
members of the Duval Early Learning Directors Network to TallahasCoalition of Duval see for Children’s Day at the Capitol. ELC President Denise Marzullo’s

editorial in the Florida Times-Union describes the coalition’s opportunity to be a part of the annual
One Voice for
Children event held in
Tallahassee.
The event is held to
help strenghten
Florida’s families by
sharing a commitment
to improve
communities most
precious commodity children. The ELC
urges mayors and
fellow citizens to
encourage our lawmakers to ensure that
all children in Florida
receive high-quality
child care.
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AWARDS GALORE!

ELC of Orange County

T

his Early Learning Coalition has been
busy, busy accepting awards! During the
annual City of Orlando - Government
Neighborhood & Community Summit,
Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer was proud to
recognize Early Learning Coalition of
Orange County with the “Community
Builder Award.” The coalition works to
ensure that young residents have access to
high-quality early education.

The Early Learning Coalition of Orange
County also received the Central Florida
Urban League’s 2019 Cornerstone Award for
making significant contributions to Youth
Empowerment in their community.

NATIONAL BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL

LEARNER ADVOCACY MONTH

April is National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month! It’s a time
to celebrate and advocate for bilingual learners in our schools, along with
the amazing educators who support them every day.
Use #TogetherIsBetter and #BilingualAndProud on social media to spread
the word about National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month.
The Office of English Language Acquisition will host an
OELA Multiliteracy Symposium on May 6.
Register here to attend the free event, either in-person or via livestream.
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EARLY HEAD START-CHILD CARE PARTNERSHIP

Program to Expand

The Early Learning Coalition of Palm
Beach County (ELCPBC) recently
announced it has been awarded a 5-year
grant with an approximate annual
funding amount of $1.6M from the
Federal Department of Health and
Human Services to expand their current
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership
(EHS-CCP) program.
The federal grant will be used by ELCPBC to increase the number of children
served by the current EHS-CCP program
from 150 to 270 children, all between the
ages of 0 to 3. The providers participating in the EHS-CCP program are located
in some of the county’s most vulnerable neighborhoods in West Palm Beach,
Riviera Beach, Belle Glade and Pahokee.
With the additional award, this grant will
provide funding to the existing zip codes
and expand to include Lake Worth and
Delray Beach.

In an official press release from ELCPBC, CEO
Warren Eldridge said, “We are beyond proud of
this collaborative effort to provide comprehensive care for the most vulnerable and youngest
children in areas of Palm Beach County. It allows
us to expand the continuum of care between
community partners and to build upon the phenomenal work of Children’s Services Council of
Palm Beach County.”

10 FACTS FOR AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH...
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

1. ASD affects about 1 in 68 children in the
United States.

6. ASD can be reliably diagnosed by age 2, but
children may be diagnosed at earlier ages.

2. ASD is about 4 times more likely in boys
than girls.

7. Early identification of ASD helps children
get the services they need.

3. ASD affects children of all racial, ethnic, and
socioeconomic groups.

8. There is no “cure” for ASD, but there are
several interventions that can help children
learn important skills that improve everyday
life.

4. ASD is a spectrum disorder, which means
that every child with ASD has different skills,
challenges, and needs.
5. While we do not know all of the causes of
ASD, we have learned that there are likely many
contributing factors, including genes, early
brain development, and the environment.

9. Typically, the earlier children are
diagnosed and receive services, the better
their outcomes are.
10. Children with ASD can learn and succeed
in the classroom and beyond.
*Facts from the U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services
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OEL Resources
CONTACT
Communications, Office of Early Learning
250 Marriott Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32399
(866) 357-3239
Please email Early Learning Update
submissions to: pio@oel.myflorida.com

@flearlylearning

PARENTS’ PAGES

Click to read a copy of the
April Parents’ Pages.

The Week of the Young Child, Autism
Awareness and Child Abuse
Prevention Month, all covered in this
month’s Parents’ Pages issue.
www.floridaearlylearning.com
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