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Ordering 
 
Contact Information: Tools of the Mind,  
Phone: 303-974-6961 
Address: 225 Union Blvd Suite #150, Lakewood, CO 80228 
Email: soboyle@toolsofthemind.org 
Website: www.toolsofthemind.org 
 
Summary 

 
Tools of the Mind is a research-based program combining transformational early childhood pedagogy with an innovative 
curriculum that helps young children to develop the cognitive, social-emotional, self-regulatory, and foundational academic 
skills they need to succeed in school and beyond. Currently, Tools of the Mind has two complementary modules: one designed 
to be used with children aged 3–4 in pre-K and preschool settings, and the other designed for kindergarten.  
 
Detailed list of materials submitted 
 
I. One (1) complete set of Teacher’s Guides that includes: 
 

• Tools of the Mind™ Pre-K Introduction, Background, and Theory Manual, 7th Edition by Dr. Deborah J. Leong and 
Dr. Elena Bodrova et al., self-published in 2011 (no ISBN) 

o This book contains information one needs to understand the Tools of the Mind approach and curriculum 
design. It includes chapters on the Vygotskian approach to teaching and learning; the development of self-
regulation in the preschool classroom; literacy, math, and science development; as well as the Vygotskian 
approach to special education.  
 

• Tools of the Mind™ Pre-K Training Manual, 7th Edition by Dr. Deborah J. Leong and Dr. Elena 
Bodrova et al., self-published in 2011 (no ISBN) 

o This book contains the objectives and rational for curriculum activities, materials needed, and steps for the 
execution of every Tools of the Mind Curriculum activity. In addition, this manual contains 
developmental/learning trajectories for the skills taught in each activity as well as ideas for differentiating 
the activity based on students exhibited skills within their zone of proximal development.  
 

• Tools of the Mind ™ Training Additional Scaffolds Appendix Pre-K Manual, 7th Edition by Dr. 
Deborah J. Leong and Dr. Elena Bodrova et al., self-published in 2011 (no ISBN) 

o This book contains an appendix of Additional Teacher Scaffolds for each activity to support students who 
may not be progressing as expected or who may be having difficulty with particular aspects of an activity. 
The Additional Teacher Scaffolds appendix is organized alphabetically by activity.  
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II. One (1) complete set of Tools of the Mind Preschool Curriculum Materials Kit that includes four (4) distinct boxes 
and one (1) large bag containing: 
 
KT3010A (Large Plastic Bag) bears the label “Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Kit Training #1” and contains: 

o Timeline Calendar Cards 
 Timeline cards 
 Month cards  
 Static cling pieces for calendar (houses, special days, holidays, days of the week)  

o Write and Wipe class rules chart 
o Play Center Signs 

  Theme cards for play center signs  
o Weather Graph Chart 

  Static Cling Weather circles 
  Static Cling Keeper cards  

o Make-Believe Play Charts  
o Make-Believe Charts  

 Header cards for the Make-Believe Charts  
 
KT3010-1 (Red Box) bears the label “Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Kit 
Training #1” and contains: 

o Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Training 1 Content Guide 
o Mystery Games 

 Mystery Question Cards 
o Freeze Game Cards 
o Opening Group 

 Daily Schedule Cards 
 Share the News Card 

o Make-Believe Play 
 Center Choice Wheels 
 Center Choice Static Cling Pieces 
 PreK Play Plan Sheets 
 PreK Record Sheet Plan 
 Play Mediator Role and Action cards 
 Play Theme Planner 

o Literacy 
o Buddy Reading Labels 
o Story Lab Mediator Cards 
o Partner Game Cards (all contained in 1 package with metal ring) 

 Buddy Reading 
 Math Games Buddy (for math activities) 
 Elkonin Boxes II (for future training) 

o Math 
o Remember and Replicate Cards 

 
KT3010-2 (Blue Box) bears the label “Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Kit Training #2” and contains: 

o Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Training 2 Content Guide 
o Mystery Games 

 Mystery Games Header Cards 
 Mystery Shape Cards 

o Opening Group 
 I Have Who Has Names Cards (including plastic sleeves) 
 Teacher Sound Map 
 Sound Maps 

o Literacy 
 Scaffolded Writing Paper 

o Math and Science 
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 I Have Who Has Colors, Shapes, & Numbers Cards 
 Making Collections Cards 

• Making Collections Category Cards 
 Pattern Cards (including same/different for Mystery Pattern) 

• Pattern Key Cards 
• Pattern Movement Sleeve 

 Science Eyes Mediators 
• Science Eyes Senses Mediators 

 Science Eyes Study Guide Sheet 
 
KT3010-3 (Green Box) bears the label “Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Kit Training #3” and contains: 

o Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Training 3 Content Guide 
o Mystery Games 

 Mystery Word Cards 
• Static Cling Question Marks 

o Make-Believe Play 
 PreK Center Record Sheet Pad 

o Literacy 
 I Have Who Has Letter Names Cards 
 I Have Who Has Letter Names Cue Card 

o Math and Science 
 Attribute Game Shapes 

• Attribute Game Men 
 Numerals Game Check Cards 

• Numerals Cards for Numerals Game 
 Venger Drawing Shapes Paper 
 Number Line Hopscotch Cards 

 
KT3010-4 (Yellow Box) bears the label “Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Kit Training #4” and contains: 

o Tools of the Mind Curriculum Materials Training 4 Content Guide 
o Mystery Games 

 Mystery Letter Cards 
 Mystery Rhyme Cards 

o Opening Groups 
 Rhyming Game Mediator Card 
 Raise Your Hand Mediator Card 
 Take Away Sounds Card 

o Literacy 
 Cheetah Challenge Cards 
 Vowel Maps 

o Math and Science 
 Venger Collage Paper 

 
 

Professional development  

Because district capacity building is an important aspect of the Tools of the Mind professional development process, the 
training for teachers and related staff is typically a two-year process. Professional development packages can be customized to 
meet the needs of a school district, and prices can sometimes be negotiated based on the amount of professional development 
being purchased.  

Listed below is the standard professional development package for years 1 and 2 of the curriculum that any school district, 
regardless of size, would be able to access. The goal of our organization is that at the end of the two years of professional 
development, districts have a strong core of teachers who understand and can apply the theories that shape Tools of the Mind, 
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with a new set of teaching skills and instructional strategies. 

 

 

Standard Professional Development Package costs $3,950 per teaching team (teacher and assistant teacher) in Year 1.  

1. Five days of in-person professional development workshops for lead teachers (note: small school districts may have to 
travel to a common area to receive the in-person professional development experiences) and 2 separate days of 
professional development designed for paraprofessional or assistant teachers. 

Teaching staff will learn: 

o How to embed practice in self-regulated learning into all activities 
o Strategies to help children improve the quality of their Make-Believe Play–critical for self- regulation 

development 
o New research-based literacy and math activities that incorporate self-regulatory components 
o Classroom management techniques to maximize time, facilitate productive interactions, and increase and 

maintain student engagement 
o Cutting-edge research and the underlying Vygotskian theory that can unify and guide their teaching practice 

and help teachers meet the needs of all learners 
2. A series of 5 webinars that allow teachers to review material learned at in-person workshops and ask questions related to 

their own implementation of the curriculum. 
3. Access to the Tools of the Mind website where additional curriculum supports and ideas can be found, such as parent 

newsletters or background building PowerPoint’s for play themes.  
4. A Tools of the Mind Classroom Materials Kit (see description above in item II.) from Lakeshore Learning Company that 

contains all of the Tools of the Mind games and mediators needed to implement the curriculum. 
5. Two (2) sets of comprehensive Teacher’s Guides (see description above in item I.) that include information about how to 

support students with special needs, developmental/learning trajectories for all skills taught in each activity, and the 
theoretical foundation of the curriculum.  

6. A license and one-year subscription to iScaffold––an innovative iPad app that provides a range of ways for teachers to 
learn and implement the curriculum––from activity videos, to Quick Start Guides, easy access to manual text, activity 
steps and developmental trajectories, theme-related eBooks to read to children, and additional scaffolds suggestions.  

 

 

Standard Professional Development Package costs $2,500 per teaching team (teacher and assistant teacher) in Year 2.  

1. Three days of in-person professional development workshops for lead teachers (note: small school districts may have to 
travel to a common area to receive the in-person professional development experiences) and 1 separate day of professional 
development designed for paraprofessional or assistant teachers. 

2. A series of 3 webinars that allow teachers to review material learned at in-person workshops and ask questions related to 
their own implementation of the curriculum. 

3. Access to the Tools of the Mind website where additional curriculum supports and ideas can be found, such as parent 
newsletters or background building PowerPoint’s for play themes.  
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4. A license and one-year subscription to iScaffold––an innovative iPad app that provides a range of ways for teachers to 
learn and implement the curriculum––from activity videos, to Quick Start Guides, easy access to manual text, activity 
steps and developmental trajectories, theme-related eBooks to read to children, and additional scaffolds suggestions.  




