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VPK program helps children succeed 
socially and in the classroom 
“Going to VPK helped me prepare for future challenges 
throughout elementary and middle school. Not only did I 
learn important skills that would help me in school, but I 
was also exposed to a lot of good people and made many 
great friends.” Jack Pease is an 8th grader at St. Paul’s 
Catholic School in Jacksonville who attended VPK a year 
after its initial start. For Jack, it’s apparent early learning 
works for him. He excels in his classes and has attended 
St. Paul’s since VPK.  
 
Jack’s classmate, Ava Keeney, agrees VPK has helped her 
succeed in her classes throughout elementary and middle 
school. In addition, her social skills have flourished 
thanks to her time in VPK. Ava says, “The VPK program 
at St. Paul’s Catholic School helped me to be more 
prepared for school by using fun games and interesting 
techniques to learn subject matter we would need in 
future grades. I also feel it helped me develop social skills 
early, which has helped me to make lots of friends and communicate easily with my teachers. I am thankful 
that my parents enrolled me in the VPK program at St. Paul’s.” 

K program was one of the first in VPK from a teacher’s 
perspective 
For 10 years, VPK director De Lyons has observed 
VPK’s success in and outside the classroom. “I 
believe the VPK program’s standards and 
assessments allow us, the teacher, to feel confident 
that our children will be happy and successful in 
kindergarten. VPK has allowed our school to touch 
the minds and hearts of many children. We are 
humbled and honored to have the opportunity to be 
part of the program.” Jack and Ava’s teacher and vice 
principal, Jeannette Bruce, agrees. “I have noticed 
the students who have attended VPK seem to be 
focused and punctual. As I watch my 8th grade class 
work with today’s VPK students… [they] seem to 
have more empathy and patience when working with 
the children.” 

Florida’s VP
the country to offer free prekindergarten for 
all 4-year-olds. Preparing early learners for 
success in kindergarten and their futures, 
VPK presents each child with an opportunity 
to perform better in school and life with 
quality programs that include age-
appropriate curricula with a strong 
emphasis on early literacy skills, 
accountability, manageable class sizes and 
qualified instructors. Parents can choose 
from different educational settings and 
various program options, including private 
child care, public school and specialized 
instructional services. Learn more about the 
VPK program. 

This is one of a series of occasional emails that highlight stories about how early learning makes a difference in 
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