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EARLY LEARNING 
PARENTS’ PAGES 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 
OFFICE OF EARLY LEARNING 

Parents, it is time to celebrate your child’s teacher during the week of May 2-8, 2021 for  
Teacher Appreciation Week. All over the world, teachers are facing challenges that many 
saw as tempo rary but have since become a new normal. Ask your child’s teacher what 
kinds of things they like or supplies they need in the classroom. Celebrate each day with 
something the teacher will enjoy. There are cost free options too! PTO TODAY has 10 
Teacher Appr eciate Gifts That Don’t Cost Anything.  

Tea cher Appreciation 
Day is May 4, 2021!

This is a day to show your gratitude to your  
child’s teache r. A few ways you can do this is by: 

• Refillin g their supplies.
• Writing a letter showing your support. 
• Asking them what they need most.
• Share  your appreciation on social media

using #TeacherAppreciationDay

A LOOK INSIDE: 

National Mental Health Month 

Step Up for Students 
Scholarships 

Hurricane Preparedness 

School Readiness Support 

https://www.ptotoday.com/pto-today-articles/article/8030-10-teacher-appreciation-gifts-that-don-t-cost-anything
https://www.ptotoday.com/pto-today-articles/article/8030-10-teacher-appreciation-gifts-that-don-t-cost-anything
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-teacher-appreciation-day-tuesday-of-the-first-full-week-in-may/
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National Mental Health Month 
During the month of May, it is important to learn ways to support the mental health of young children. Families 
are the source of support for their children’s healthy development. The relationships between parents or 
caregivers and their children affect the mental health of children. 

The Harvard Center for the Developing Child examined research on the 
 relationship of young children’s mental health and the environments of 

the homes and communities in which they live. A child’s emotional  
health is directly tied to the relationships formed with their families 
and  their caregivers. In young children, mental health problems 
can result from abuse, chronic neglect or other psychologically   
harmful behavior on the part of family members or caregivers. When 

 
 
relationships are kind and supportive, they help young children 

overcome the effects of other negative experiences in their lives. Loving, supportive families and caregivers 
 

help children overcome the effects of trauma that may happen in their development. 

Early signs of mental health problems are seen as behavior problems or children having problems controlling 
their emotions. Toxic stress in a home creates an unstable environment that may cause mental health 
problems for children later in life. Neglect or little interaction over time with family members and caregivers 
can lead to mental health problems in young children.  Providing support for parents to reduce conflict or 
eliminating stressors in their lives may reduce the likelihood of future mental health problems in their children. 

“Most potential mental health problems will not become mental 
health problems if we respond to them early.” 

-InBrief: Early Childhood Mental Health

When a child is born, families support their child’s mental health development by responding to their infant’s 
cries and sounds, interacting frequently with their child throughout the day and providing a safe and 
stimulating environment. Children who are developing healthy relationships with family members and 
caregivers are  

• curious and interested in the people around them.
• interested in learning about the world around them.
• able to sit and reflect on what they see and hear.
• able to experience and express love and affection and

different emotions.
• upset when things are upsetting but can calm themselves

down in a reasonable amount of time.
 If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, contact your child’s health care provider and describe 

the behaviors that concern you. Talk to your close friends, relatives or other caregivers to see if they've noticed 
changes in your child's behavior. Share this information with your child's doctor as well. 

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/deep-dives/mental-health/
https://youtu.be/L41k2p-YRCs
https://youtu.be/rVwFkcOZHJw
https://youtu.be/bF3j5UVCSCA
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/childrens-health/in-depth/mental-illness-in-children/art-20046577
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/inbrief-early-childhood-mental-health-2/
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Developmental Screening Available Online! 
 

Parents enr olling their children in the School Readiness (SR) program are offered the 

Portal offer s the opportunity for parents to complete the developmental and social-
emotional screenings of their children. This will increase the accuracy of the results and 

 improve the chances of addressing concerns and delays early, when it can make the greatest 
difference in a child’s life. For example, it is estimated that 1 in 7 children is affected by  
developmental delays, learning disorders, and behavioral and social-emotional problems. 
Only 20% to  30% of these children are identified as needing help before school begins. By 
participating in a developmental screening program, parents can check their child’s  
development and address any potential concerns. Intervention before kindergarten has huge 
benefits be cause it sets children up for future success. Studies have shown that children who 
receive early treatment for developmental delays are more likely to graduate from high 

 
school, maintain jobs, live independently, and avoid teen pregnancy, delinquency, and 
violent crim e. 

and Referral program. Please contact your early learning coalition for more information. 

If concerns  are identified by the developmental screenings for children enrolled in the SR 
program, free inclusion services are offered to the family and the early learning provider  
through the early learning coalition. These services include technical assistance to early 
learning pro viders, and classroom observations to assess the learning environment, targeted 
support services and referrals to other community services through the Child Care Resource 

 

opportunity to screen their children for developmental and social-emotional screenings and 
review the results through our statewide information system, Family Portal. The Family 

 Step Up For Students 
Scholarships 

Since 2001, Step Up For Students, a state-approved scholarship funding organization, has 
empowered parents and students to make personalized education affordable. Families may  
apply for the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship and the Family Empowerment Scholarship for 
children fro m lower-income families and the Gardiner Scholarship for children with certain 
unique abilities.  To empower more Florida students, Step Up has two new scholarships:  

 The Hope Scholarship for children in public schools who are  
bullied and the Reading Scholarship Accounts for struggling  
readers in public schools in third through fifth grade.  
Learn more abVoPuK Gt trhade &se  scholarships by viewing the 
Step Up foSru Smtumderen Blutsr’b vs fidineoal. at https://youtu.be/sSE6Y9id3B4.  

Parents can  APPLY NOW for an income-based scholarship for the 2021-22 school year. 
Please be aware that in order to be eligible for a full scholarship, the application and any 
required su pporting documentation MUST be submitted by June 1, 2021. Applications 
submitted after June 1 may be eligible for a partial scholarship. Funding is limited and  applications are processed on a first-come, first-served basis in the order all documents 
are received . 

For more information about Step Up For Students scholarship programs, please visit 
www.StepUpForStudents.org or call 1-877-735-7837. 

Congrats VPK 
Graduates! 
Whether your child 

attended VPK in-person or 
virtual this year, celebrate 

your child’s graduation! 
Your child is now on their 
way to Kindergarten. Find 
resources to support your 

child’s transition to 
Kindergarten on the Office 

of Early Learning’s 
homepage. These resources 
can help your child make a 
successful transition and 

enjoy school while allowing 
you to see a steady growth 

in both academics and 
social skills. The Transition 

to Kindergarten Toolkit 
User Guide can help 

families feel supported 
throughout this change. 

How do you plan to 
celebrate your new VPK 
graduate? Share a photo 
or story on Facebook or 

Instagram using 
#VPKGraduation2021. 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/school-readiness
https://familyservices.floridaearlylearning.com/
https://familyservices.floridaearlylearning.com/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/statewide-initiatives
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/financial-assistance
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/financial-assistance
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/find-quality-child-care/locate-your-early-learning-coalition
https://youtu.be/sSE6Y9id3B4
http://www.stepupforstudents.org/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
https://www.facebook.com/floridaearlylearning
https://www.instagram.com/flearlylearning/
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Prepar e for Hurricane Season Now 
As June 1 ap proaches, so does the start of hurricane season. 
Florida residents know that not every storm is the same, but 

 it is best to always be prepared. It is important for you to 
have a supp ly kit ready before you are in the path of a 
hurricane or forced to evacuate because of one. It is typical to 
see a rush f or supplies when a storm approaches, so it is best 
for your family to prepare now!   

The Division of Emergency Management has a list of 
important items to include: 

1. Two weeks supply of all
medication s and any medical
devices
2. First Aid kit
3. Importan t documents (i.e.
bank, medical, birth 
certificates, insurance cards)
4. Non-peris hable food and
water for at least 7 days   5. Flashlights, radio, cash and

 additional c lothing 
6. Medication(s) and food for

  your pet(s) 

During Hurricane Preparedness Week, May 9-15, make a plan 
 with your family and be prepared when a disaster threatens 

your area. F lorida’s counties’ emergency management 
programs have contact information, evacuation routes, social 
media sites,  listings for shelters and websites for the most 
current and up to date details for families to access.  

The Office of Early Learning  
provides a variety of resources for families with young children who are affected by hurricanes. 
You can find information on how to talk with your child about preparing for emergencies and 
how to help your child cope with emotional stress or trauma that occurs during or after a 
disaster. 

Provider Appreciation Day is May 7! 

Started in 1996, Provider Appreciation Day is celebrated 
each year on the Friday before Mother’s Day. On this day, 
we recognize the providers who care for children of 
working parents. Parents leave their children in the care 
of these trusted individuals so they can work to provide 
for their families.  Child care providers plan and work 
throughout the year to provide the kind of care every 
child needs to be healthy, happy and ready for school. 
When your child has reliable, safe, loving, and stimulating 
child care, you can work and not worry about the safety of 
your child. 

To show your appreciation for your child care provider, 
write a thank you note to them or give them a certificate 
of appreciation. Have your child draw a picture or make a 
card thanking them for all the kindness they show every 
day. If you want to give a gift, include a gift card for a 
special treat at a local coffee shop, bakery or restaurant. 
Sharing a video message with Child Care Aware thanking a 
provider and acknowledging how this provider has gone 
above and beyond your expectations is a wonderful gift 
for your child care provider. You can submit a video 
testimonial at http://bit.ly/ProviderAppreciationVideo. 

It’s important that we recognize the value of our child 
care providers year-round. Send a note of thanks or bring 
them a special treat once a month or every other month. 
Just thanking them for their kindness and patience when 
you pick up your child at the end of the day will brighten 
their spirits! 

https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/hurricane-supply-checklist/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/hurricane-supply-checklist/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/family-plan/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/family-plan/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/counties/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/counties/
https://providerappreciation.org/
https://providerappreciation.org/resources/
https://providerappreciation.org/resources/
http://bit.ly/ProviderAppreciationVideo
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/parents/parent-resources/hurricane-resources
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-to-prepare-children-for-unexpected-events-and-emergencies?fbclid=IwAR0QrerEJF29fgvQzPo24DHT6JD8-0gUXrWmEkyKm8r8tEKMHJAtMqJGSXA
https://www.nctsn.org/what-is-child-trauma/trauma-types/disasters/hurricane-resources?fbclid=IwAR2U_sTV3wfNy45Q9vnQRpbDauR2UR5xJZSjRRyZ9NEIpewk59nKM6w1T5s
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  Moms and mother figures play an important role       
  in a child’s healthy social and emotional   
  development. From tight, warm hugs to lots of  
  tender kisses, a mother and grandmother’s love is 
  like no other. Celebrating a mother or a   
  grandmother should be done year round, but  
  especially May 10, Mother’s Day. Whether you 
  celebrate with mom in-person or virtually, your  
  appreciation and thankfulness are important. 

Ways to c elebrate moms or grandmothers include: 

• C ook a meal or a yummy brunch.

• O ffer to do yard work or clean up the house.

• W atch a movie together or go to a local park for a picnic.

• R ead books together.

• M ake a picture frame or another craft.

• C reate your own card.

No matte r how you celebrate, just recognizing all the hard work a mother or grandmother does is important. Even 
a nice, long phone call will mean so much on this special day.  

Share a photo or story of your family activity or craft on Facebook or Instagram using #MothersDay2021. 
 

Fun Things for May 
Looking for fun ways to celebrate in May? You can find special and even unique holidays in the month of May. 

Share a photo or story of your fun day on Facebook or Instagram using #FunMayDay2021. 

 
• May 1 is May Day, Play Outside Day and Mother Goose Day  .

Re ad a fun nursery rhyme or story with your child wh ile 
outside at the park!

• May 5 is Cartoonist Day, National Astronaut Day, and
Cin co De Mayo.

• May 6 is National No Homework Day. Hopefully, you r
 child’s teachers know this one.

• M ay 10 is National Clean Your Room Day. Show your 
child how to tidy their room.

•  May 13 is Frog Jumping Day. Teach your child how to 
jum p like a frog!

• May 14 is National Chicken Dance Day. Teach
your child the chicken dance  and have fun
dancing together.

• May 23 is World Turtle Day. If you live near a
beach, talk to your child what you can do to help
the sea turtles.

• May 28 is Sun Screen Day. It’s important to
always remember to wear your sunscreen while
enjoying the outdoors and Florida beaches.

• May 29 is Put a Pillow on Your Fridge Day, but
don’t forget to take it down before bedtime!

https://www.foodnetwork.com/holidays-and-parties/packages/mothers-day/photos/kids-can-make-mothers-day
https://www.almanac.com/spring-brunch-recipes
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/yarn-wrapped-picture-frame
https://www.pbs.org/parents/mothers-day
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/make-appreciation-cards
https://www.facebook.com/floridaearlylearning
https://www.instagram.com/flearlylearning/
http://playoutsideday.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mother-goose
https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts
https://www.hfcc.edu/news/2020/what-cinco-de-mayo-means
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUe5IC982HM
https://www.facebook.com/floridaearlylearning
https://www.instagram.com/flearlylearning/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSx7jADMLc8
https://www.conserveturtles.org/get-involved-simple-actions-you-can-take/
https://www.skincancer.org/skin-cancer-prevention/sun-protection/sunscreen/
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 Celebrate National Etiquette Week, May 10 – 14! 

• Cert ified Coaches & Technical Assistance Specialists, Infant-Toddler Specialists and Inclusion Specialists: Trained early
learning coalition staff provide support to child care providers and teachers. This support improves and maintains the 
quality of the program. It also helps programs meet the needs of all children and families.

• Prof essional Development: Early childhood teachers and staff receive training, education and coaching to help them
better serve children and help them improve their skills. 

• Child Assessment: SR programs track children’s development and learning. They use a variety of approved, age-
appro priate tools.

For more information on the Florida School Readiness program, please visit: 

Find Quality Child Care Child Care Resource and Referral 

Office of Early Learning Statewide Initiatives Family Resources/Financial Assistance 

Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards 

How does the School 
Readiness Program 

support quality early 
care and education for 

your child? 
Research proves that high-quality early care 
and education are important in so many 
ways for young children. Brain 
development, healthy relationships and 
success in school depends on quality early 
care. 

The Office of Early Learning supports 
quality in child care programs that provide 
School Readiness (SR) services through: 

• SR Program Assessment: Each program
is evaluated yearly with the Classroom
Assessment Scoring System® (CLASS®).
CLASS measures the quality of teacher-
child interactions. Each program’s score
is available on the Department of
Children and Families (DCF) CARES web
site:
https://cares.myflfamilies.com/PublicS
earch.

• Developmental Screening: Upon
parental consent, each child receiving
SR services is screened for
developmental delays. This helps child
care providers give each child the
support they need to grow and learn.

https://cares.myflfamilies.com/PublicSearch
https://cares.myflfamilies.com/PublicSearch
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/find-quality-child-care
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/child-care-resource-referral
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/financial-assistance
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/statewide-initiatives
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/
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Florida Foster Care 
Too oft en, due to no fault of their own, children are removed from their homes because they are unsafe. Safe, loving 
and committed foster parents make the transition easier by providing a safe space in a caring environment. There are  

many ways to help  children in need in your community. 

 
On May 4, National Foster Care Day, and throughout the entire month, celebrate National Foster Care Month by giving 

thanks and showing support for foster care parents and the children in foster care. Spread the word and encourage 
others to get involved! 

Summer Camps!
Now is the time of year to start looking into summer camp options for your child. Many summer camp programs have open  

registration and fill up quickly. When you are considering a summer camp, use the Selecting A Summer Camp for your school 
age child or the Spanish version to help you make a decision. 

Contact your local early learning coalition to get more information 
on available summer camps in your area. 

Richard Corcoran 
Commissioner of Education 

Shan Goff 
Executive Director 

250  Marriott Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Toll-Free 866-357-3239 
www.FloridaEarlyLearning.com 

4 – Foster Care Day & 
 Teacher Appreciation Day 

7 – Provider Appreciation Day 

9 – Mother’s Day 

15 – National Armed Forces Day 

31 – Memorial Day 

MAY Special 
Dates: 

https://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/foster-care/support-fostering.shtml
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/spread/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/DCFSummercamp7-2Final.pdf
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/DCFSummercamp7-2Final.pdf
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/DCFSummerCampflyer_SPN7-10.pdf
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/family-resources/find-quality-child-care/locate-your-early-learning-coalition
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