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New registry assists in tracking professional
development
Early learning professionals can now track their
training, certificates and more
The Office of Early Learning in collaboration with the
Department of Children and Families has created the Florida
Early Care and Education Professional Development System.
The registry system assists early learning professionals to
track training they have completed, certificates they have
achieved, their career advancement and work history. The
system also enables policymakers to analyze how well the
professional development system is supporting early learning
professionals in advancing their career and achieving higher
levels of specialized education.
For more information on the Florida Early Care and Education Professional Development
Registry, please click here. To access the registry, click here.

Florida Center for Reading Research to study
Spanish-speaking VPK students
Study will explore effective instructional practices for Spanish-speaking
English learners
The Institute of Education Sciences recently announced a four-year grant to the Florida
Center for Reading Research to explore effective instructional practices for 4-year-old

Spanish-speaking English learners in Florida voluntary
prekindergarten classrooms.
To learn more about the research project and its goals,
click here.

Help parents prepare for back
to school
Our Back to School page has tips for
children returning to or starting school
The time of the year when thousands of Florida
students of all ages return to their classes is
quickly approaching. While this is an exciting time
for children and families, an important factor in
making this a great year is family involvement in preparing for the first day and
continued involvement throughout the rest of the year.
Check out and share our Back to School 2017 page with parents for tips on transitioning
to kindergarten, starting preschool and encouraging learning at home. Don't forget to
view the Back to School Countdown Calendar, too.
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Early learning highlights from North, East, West and South Florida

Coalition bids farewell to longtime leader, welcomes new CEO
Denise Marzullo will succeed Susan Main as
CEO/president of the ELC of Duval
The Early Learning Coalition of Duval bade farewell
while honoring the efforts of Susan Main, who served as
CEO/president of the coalition for nearly 17 years. Main
began as the only paid staffer working from her own home
to overseer of a coalition that currently has three locations
around the county, 85 staff members and a $51 million
budget.
After Main announced her retirement, the coalition's board
of directors voted to hire Denise Marzullo to succeed her,
effective Aug. 21, 2017. Marzullo is currently the CEO of
Mental Health America of Northeast Florida.
"I am very excited about this new position and am so very
appreciative of the [coalition's board] for making the offer,"
says Marzullo. "It is a tremendous privilege. Susan has
worked so hard to create an organization that leads and
supports the early learning community in Duval County. She is leaving huge shoes to fill," says
Marzullo.

Coalition featured on Univision Southwest Florida

ELC of Southwest Florida's family resource
counselor talks about early learning
Amanda Martínez, a family resource counselor for the ELC
of Southwest Florida, appeared on Univision Southwest
Florida on Aug. 2 to talk about how the coalition works to
serve families. Martínez explained how voluntary
prekindergarten works and the overall importance of early
education and school readiness.
Click here to watch the interview (in Spanish).

Save the date for the "Learning Through Play" conference
ELC of Pasco & Hernando's Early Learning
Conference will focus on play
The ELC of Pasco & Hernando will host its 10th Annual
Early Learning Conference on Saturday, Oct. 21, at Bishop
McLaughlin High School in Spring Hill, Florida. The conference
theme will be "Learning Through Play" and CEUs will be
available. Registration includes the full-day conference,
breakfast and lunch, entry into a door prize giveaway and
access to the exhibit hall.
For more information about the conference, contact Bev Doucet at b.doucet@phelc.org or at 727-2338291. You can also click here to register or view more information.

Coalition and its initiatives receive special news feature
ELC of Okaloosa and Walton Counties
highlighted by Northwest Florida Daily
News
The ELC of Okaloosa and Walton Counties received a
feature length write-up in the Northwest Florida Daily News.
The article featured information about the coalition's
services, including school readiness and VPK programs,
and the many initiatives it's involved in, such as it's new
STEAM lab that teaches children science lessons through
play.
Click here to read the full article.

Coalition to benefit from 2017 Youth Literacy Fundraiser
ELC of Broward will be beneficiary of fundraiser with
dd's DISCOUNTS and First Book
For the past eight years, the ELC of Broward has been the
beneficiary of the Youth Literacy Fundraiser with dd's DISCOUNTS and
First Book. In eight years of partnership with First Book, dd's stores
have raised upward of $2.1 million and provided 850,000 brand new
books to children in local communities.
This year, from Aug. 5-27, the dd's DISCOUNTS store in Tamarac,
Florida, located at 7104 N University Dr., will collect donations to
ensure the coalition has not just one, but many books to share with local
youth from low-income families. Customers will be encouraged to donate
at dd's registers and the store will donate 100 percent of the proceeds
to the coalition to purchase brand new, high-quality books from First
Book. You can visit www.firstbook.org for more info.

Achieve Escambia shows the positive results of collaboration
ELC of Escambia Executive Director Bruce Watson talks
data collection in article
Bruce Watson, executive director of the ELC of Escambia, wrote an op-ed in
the Pensacola News-Journal highlighting the importance of Collective Impact
models. The most important aspect of this model is the collaboration of
nonprofits and other organizations to collect and share data to best serve the
community's needs for early learning services.
As a result of the collaborative data collection, two task force groups have
been created to increase the percent of 4-year-olds enrolled in VPK programs
in Escambia County.
To read the full article, click here.

Coalition project shows "Early Education Rocks"
ELC of Southwest Florida shows appreciation for
preschool providers
As a fun and creative way to give back to the early educators and
providers who work hard to serve young children, the ELC of
Southwest Florida is running an "Early Education Rocks" project.
The coalition paints bright, colorful designs on rocks and leaves them
with a thank-you note around local child care centers for anyone to find.
You can follow the project on the coalition's Facebook, Twitter or with
#EarlyEdRocks.
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