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Celebrate Literacy Week 2018
Join us in supporting early literacy Jan 22.-26, 2018
The Just Read, Florida! Office and the Florida Department of Education
(FDOE), in partnership with other FDOE offices, the Office of Early
Learning, school districts, early learning coalitions and numerous other
state agencies, are pleased to announce the tenth annual statewide
Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!
The event will take place the week of Jan. 22-26, 2018. Please join us in
celebrating literacy by encouraging providers to participate in our
simultaneous reading activity on Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 9 a.m. (EST).
Providers can support this effort to promote literacy in their homes,
centers and schools by reading Over in the Ocean in a Coral Reef by
Marianne Berkes for infants and toddlers, and Big Al by Andrew
Clements for 3- to 5-year-olds.
Click here to view a flyer with more information and ideas for expansion
activities.

Save the date for the 2018 Children's Week

Annual celebration will feature Hanging of
the Hands, Children's Day at the Capitol and
more events
Florida's Children's Week is a special annual celebration
filled with fun activities for children, the colorful "Hanging of
Hands," resources for parents, providers and advocates,
and the dedication of thousands of child advocates across
Florida, captures the true spirit and commitment Florida has
made to our children and youth.
The 2018 Hanging of the Hands event will take place
Sunday, Jan. 21, 2018, from 12 to 4 p.m. at the Florida Capitol in Tallahassee. From now until Jan. 18,
2018, child care providers are invited to share their hand artwork photos via Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram using #GiveUsAHand. All who participate will be entered to win one of many prizes!
Click here to view the full schedule of Children's Week 2018 events.
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Early learning highlights from North, East, West and South Florida

Coalition shares its 2017 outreach video
Video highlights the ELC of Southwest
Florida's outreach effort

The Early Learning Coalition of Southwest
Florida shared a video highlighting its work
throughout the past year engaging with the community
and providing outreach to local families. To view the
video, click here or on the image below.

2017 ELC SWFL Outreach

Coalition recognized as one of Sarasota's "Top 25 Best Places
to Work"
Sarasota Herald-Tribune lists Sarasota County
coalition as one of best places to work
The ELC of Sarasota County was recognized among the 2017 list of
25 of the "Best Places to Work" in Sarasota and Manatee Counties by
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune's inaugural survey. The best companies
were selected by an independent research firm based on two criteria:
employee benefits and policies, and employee engagement and
satisfaction. The process included in depth surveys including one
completed confidentially by staff.

"We have a great workplace at the coalition with truly talented people who work every day to achieve
our shared vision and goals", states the coalition's executive director, Janet Kahn. "No matter our
individual job, our people have a passion for helping children grow toward lifelong success through
quality early learning."
Click here to read more.

Coalition testifies on Capitol Hill, partners with Miami
Children's Museum for Book Fair event
ELC of Miami-Dade/Monroe representatives
testifies on behalf of children affected by Hurricane
Irma, Miami Book Fair raises early literacy
awareness
Pam Hollingsworth, senior vice president of strategic initiatives and
program development of the ELC of Miami-Dade/Monroe, testified
on Capitol Hill for the Sheltering Babies from the Storm Infants,
Toddlers and Families in the Hurricane Hearing on Nov. 14, 2017.
The hearing spotlighted challenges for child care providers after
Hurricane Irma.

Image from the 2017 Miami Book Fair.

The coalition also took part in the annual Miami Book Fair, held Nov. 12-19,
engaging hundreds of

families and distributing over 1,000 books to promote early literacy. The coalition partnered with the
Miami Children's Museum to make the Tot Lot a very special experience filled with activities and an
interactive reading corner. In addition, the coalition's president & CEO, Evelio Torres, penned a letter to
the editor in the Miami Herald emphasizing the importance of early literacy to kick off the book fair.

Coalition unveils new facilities
ELC of the Big Bend Region holds grand
opening for its new location
The ELC of the Big Bend Region's administrators and
staff held a grand opening on Tuesday, Dec. 12, at the
agency's new location on North Monroe St. in Tallahassee.
The coalition serves 7,000 children in seven counties,
and their mission is to make sure families have child care
and that every child is ready for school.
"If we don't take advantage of the time we have with young children right now, and if we don't make
sure they're ready in every sense of the word, then our community will suffer for that," said Matt Guse,
the coalition's executive director. "It will suffer because they're more likely to get involved in crime. We
want them to graduate on time, go to college and to have a living wage."
Click here to read more.

Coalition among nonprofits chosen to receive Amazing Race
proceeds, will also host its own marathon event
Annual marathon events will bring in funding
for the ELC of Lake County
The ELC of Lake County has been chosen as one of 12
organizations in Eustis, Florida, to receive proceeds from the
Amazing Race for Charity's next race in April. The Amazing
Race has raised more than $100,000 for area charities in
the past four years. Click here to read more.
The coalition will also host its own benefit fundraiser, the 2nd
Annual Resolution Run (5K and Fun Run Toddler Crawl).
Funds raised are reinvested locally in the School Readiness
Program, a Child Care Subsidy Program that provides highquality early childhood education and childcare. The Resolution Run will take place Saturday, Jan. 13,
2018, at Clermont Waterfront Park in Clermont, Florida. Click here for more information and to register.
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