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Florida Early Learning and Developmental
Standards currently under revision
Standards and benchmarks to receive updates, public
input welcome
Over the last few months, the Office of Early Learning has
worked with national and state experts to begin revising the
2011 Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards-Birth to Kindergarten and the Florida Early Learning and
Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds (2011). These
standards and benchmarks reflect the knowledge and skills
that a child on a developmental trajectory (progression)
should know and be able to do at the end of the age-related
timeframe.
There will be opportunities for public input regarding the content of the draft revised
standards through rule development workshops. The deadline to provide input is Aug. 4,
2017. To read the drafts now or sign up to attend the webinars on the draft proposals,
click here.

Help parents celebrate their child's First Day of
VPK
Social media campaign highlights first day of school for VPK students
As back-to-school season approaches, the Office of Early Learning has put together a
social media campaign to promote and celebrate the newest students entering Florida's

voluntary prekindergarten programs.
Coalitions and providers can direct parents to our My
First Day of VPK web page, where a special flyer is
available for download. Parents are encouraged to print
the flyer and have their child pose with it to
commemorate the special day.
The web page also contains first day tips to ease any
nervousness parents or children may be feeling. A link to
our "My First Day of VPK" Pinterest board is also
available to provide additional resources for children
beginning VPK.
The social media campaign will run from August through the first part of September.
Look out for more promotional materials, including a "My First Day of VPK" Facebook
frame, in the weeks to come. You can also help promote the campaign by using
#1stDayVPK on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

Office of Early Learning to be
included in Vroom's new texting
pilot
Sign up to receive Vroom brain-building tips via
weekly text messages
Vroom, an initiative of the Bezos Family Foundation that
focuses on early learning, is an app designed to help
parents and caregivers unlock their child's learning
potential through helpful brain-building tips. Last year,
Florida's Office of Early Learning received a grant to
provide free Vroom resources to families across the state through early learning
coalitions. This year the Bezos Foundation is including Florida as one of several states
that will be a part of a new pilot project.
Parents of children from birth to 5 can now receive tips via a weekly text by signing up
here or by texting Ready to 48258. Spanish language texts are also available by texting
Listo to 48258. Messaging and data rates may apply. Vroom will be sending one brainbuilding text per week, but parents can request additional messages with more
information. To learn more about Vroom and find more of their tools and resources, visit
www.joinvroom.org.
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Early learning highlights from North, East, West and South Florida

Coalition announces the arrival of "The STEAM Machine"
The STEAM Machine will visit local child care
centers in Manatee County

The Early Learning Coalition of Manatee County has
announced the arrival of its STEAM Machine, a customized
vehicle that will travel around local child care centers to
present one-hour sessions that will focus on science,
technology, engineering, art and/or mathematics.

Promoting STEAM education not only captures children's
attention, it gives them the opportunity to attain essential skills
and integrate knowledge across disciplines. The coalition will
collaborate with the School District of Manatee County as The
STEAM Machine program grows. Click here to read more.

Orlando Magic Youth Foundation shines spotlight on
coalition's good deeds
ELC of Orange County receives $65,000
grant from the organization
This year, the Orlando Magic Youth Foundation (OMYF)
distributed $1 million to 17 different area organizations that
help to support the learning, health and well-being of youth
in Central Florida. One of the organizations to receive part
of these funds was the ELC of Orange County.
"This is awesome because it really makes a huge difference for infants and toddlers," said Cindy
Jurie, director of research and special projects at the coalition. "We are enormously grateful for the
impact the Magic has made for our littlest ones in Orange County."
OMYF's donation directly benefits the coalition's job training program, which works to provide early
education teachers high-quality training to ensure young children receive the optimal care and support
in the first, and most important, years of their life. Click here to read more.

Coalition receives prestigious national child success grant
ELC of the Big Bend was one of two recipients of the
national grant
Tallahassee recently received a prestigious grant from the research and
policy organization Institute for Child Success.
The Pay for Success Technical Assistance Grant, intended to transform
local children's education, will go toward technical assistance and
consulting to improve the ELC of the Big Bend Region's new early
childhood learning program.
"The community leadership that has come together to advance meaningful
change for children and early childhood development has been
tremendous," said Matt Guse, CEO of the coalition. "The Early Learning
Coalition is proud to continue our partnership, and build on the progress we have made." Click here to
read more.

Children, families "Read and Ride" on the Metrorail
Coalition hands out books at summer
reading event
In an effort to spread awareness of summer literacy, the
ELC of Miami-Dade/Monroe gave 400 books away
during the "Read and Ride" event on June 8 on MiamiDade County's Metrorail. Children and their families read
together while riding the Metrorail from the Dadeland South
station to the Stephen P. Clark Government Center in
downtown Miami.
The event, co-hosted by the Miami-Dade Public Library
System and the Miami-Dade County Department of
Transportation, sought to remind parents and children of the importance of reading throughout the
summer break. The library system gave riders an opportunity to sign up for a library card as an extra
incentive to keep children reading. Click here to read more.

Award recognizes long-time efforts of coalition board

member
Board member receives "Toni Crawford" award named
in her honor
The ELC of Duval's longest-serving board member retired on June 28,
after 15 years of hard work and dedication to Jacksonville's youngest
citizens. Because of her passion and dedication to early learning, the
coalition's board presented her with the Toni Crawford Early Learning
Champion Award.
"The board will present this award, which we affectionately call the 'Toni
Award,' annually," says Jennifer Chapman, board chair.
"I am humbled that the early learning community would establish an award in my honor," says
Crawford. "I am proud to say the last 15 years of my life have been dedicated to helping Jacksonville's
youngest children." Click here to read more.

First Five Years Gala raises more than $140,000 for early
care and education
Seventh annual gala proceeds will benefit ELC
of Orange County's early education initiatives
The ELC of Orange County board of directors, gala steering
committee and staff extend their sincerest gratitude to their
generous sponsors, honorary hosts, attendees and volunteers
for supporting the seventh annual The First Five Years Gala.
With the funds received, the coalition was able to raise
$145,825 with a guaranteed match of $15.67 per each dollar
raised. As a result, $2.2M will now go toward providing access
to high-quality early care and education for our community's youngest children. Click here to view
pictures from the event.

Save the date for the 2017 Children First Conference
This year's focus is on building healthy
families and communities
The ELC of Miami-Dade/Monroe, in partnership with the
Florida Association for Infant Mental Health, will hold the
Children First Conference Sept. 8-9, 2017, at the Miami
Airport Conference and Convention Center.
National, state and local experts on early learning will be in attendance to provide input on best
practices and new approaches to early education. The focus of the 2017 conference will be on building
healthy families and communities. It will feature dynamic panel discussions, workshops, interactive
breakout sessions and more.
Community stakeholders, policymakers, early educators, providers and practitioners will not want to
miss this comprehensive professional development and networking opportunity. To register, click here.

Families reach new heights with Soar in 4 initiative

Initiative focuses on creating connections and bonds
within local communities
Started by Carolyn and Steve Roskamp, the Soar in 4 initiative focuses
on bringing local communities together to collaborate on providing
educational support and resources to children most in need of
academic assistance.
The ELC of Manatee County is one of several organizations
collaborating to help make the program successful. The goal of Soar in
4 is to address five major issues that can affect grade-level reading and
early literacy: summer learning, physical health factors, school
readiness, attendance and parental support.
Neighborhoods are chosen based on academic success rates. Prior to the beginning of school in
August, families from these neighborhoods will be invited to attend five Family Nights where they will
enjoy a free dinner followed by hands-on play experiences, science-based activities, art projects,
family reading time and more. In addition, each family will have a virtual Volunteer Buddy assigned to
them who will continually check in to make sure the family is receiving the resources and support they
need. Click here to read more.

Coalition's STEM quality initiative receives additional funding
Two grants awarded to the ELC of Flagler & Volusia will
fund STEM in classrooms
In February of this year, the ELC of Flagler & Volusia participated in a
"Discovering the Joy" conference in partnership with Flagler Technical
Institute that aimed to raise the quality of STEM initiatives.
Recently, the coalition was awarded a $7,500 grant from PNC Bank to
further fund their STEM quality initiatives in addition to a grant from
Spectrum (formerly Bright House Networks). The funding received from
these grants will be used toward supplying classrooms with STEM
materials including unit blocks, mathematically themed books and more.
Teachers in these STEM classrooms will participate in standards and math
training and work with community volunteers to implement STEM activities.

Coalition featured in Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine
ELC of Hillsborough CEO Dr. Steve Knobl serves as
July issue's guest editor
Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine, which is distributed across
Sarasota, Pinellas, Manatee and Hillsborough counties, featured ELC
of Hillsborough CEO Dr. Steve Knobl as guest editor for its July
2017 issue. His contributions include a full-length article explaining
his own commitment to family and helping his children's personal
development and another on why early learning is critically important,
with information for parents and caregivers on the resources and
support provided by early learning coalitions.
In addition, Tracie T. White Cardwell, the coalition's communication
director, has an article with advice for parents on how to make their
morning routines less stressful.
Catch all these articles and more by clicking here to read the full issue.
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