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The Early Learning Coalition of 

the Big Bend is offering a number 

of new online courses for infant 

through prekindergarten teachers 

that begin this month. Those 

interested can register online at the 

coalition’s website. 

A story from the ELC of Flagler/ 

Volusia shows the impact of school 

readiness. “I had a parent that has 

been struggling, working three jobs 

to make enough hours that most 

make with one job. She was 

bounced around and finally got a job 

and will be working full time. She 

mentioned she had no power and 

was late on all her bills. After she 

left I emailed DCF to see if they had 

emergency funds and sent her some 

contact information to contact for 

immediate assistance. The parent 

stayed strong and didn’t let life get 

her down. She knew the importance 

of education and socialization and 

stated that she would go without 

everything to keep her kids in 

school.” 

The ELC of Seminole told the early 

learning story to two elected 

officials recently. State Sen. David 

Simmons who serves on both the 

education and education appropria-

tions subcommittees visited the ELC 

office. Rep. Mike Clelland of Long-

wood and legislative assistant Aisha 

Bien-Aime toured three child care 

centers in the representative’s 

district where providers discussed 

issues they feel are important to the 

parents and children they serve.  

Fall is Far More than Football for Early Learning 
House Bill 7165 pulls ahead as second quarter of fiscal 

year kicks off.  

Fall may not yet be fully in the 

air, but this last part of the 

calendar year is proving to be 

especially busy for those 

involved with early learning.  

Florida’s early learning coalition 

executive directors met in Tampa 

on a Thursday. That was 

followed by a meeting of the 

Early Learning Advisory Council 

the next day. The following week 

the Florida Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

held its annual conference in 

Orlando. The main topic of 

discussion at all of these 

meetings was House Bill 7165—

the work that has already been 

done and what is yet to come. 

Executive Director Shan Goff 

updated the House Education 

Committee on implementing the 

bill and will soon be following 

with other updates as legislative 

committee meetings get 

underway in earnest.  

Email 

HB7165@oel.myflorida.com to 

receive a biweekly update on 

implementing House Bill 7165. 

Executive Director Goff will 

have a chance to spread the 

word about VPK and Florida’s 

approach to accountability for 

young learners on a national 

stage as part of a panel at the 

National Summit for 

Educational Reform in mid-

October. Florida ranks first 

nationally for preschool access, 

but equally important is the way 

we measure success and hold 

ourselves accountable for results.  

Association of Early Learning Coalitions 

Shares Best Fiscal Controls Practices 
The AELC recently issued a paper 

recommending best practices for 

coalitions to consider with regard to 

fiscal controls. Among the 

recommendations is to use at least 

two models to forecast expenditures 

and review the models no less than 

monthly. One model they suggest 

is a “slot forecasting” sheet.  

Another recommendation is to 

educate both board members and 

the community about the budget 

process and the effect of budget 

cycles. 
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Florida ranks first nationally for preschool access, but 

equally important is the way we measure success and 

hold ourselves accountable for results. – Shan Goff 
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The Governor’s Corner  

by Governor Rick Scott  

Thanks to your hard work there are 

incredible opportunities for families 

to succeed in the Sunshine State. In 

a little over two years, we’ve 

worked to make government more 

effective and operate at a better 

value to taxpayers - and thanks to 

the hard work of Florida job 

creators - families are beginning to 

reap the rewards. Last session, we 

were able to provide pay raises for 

our hardworking teachers and make 

critical transportation investments 

in our communities.  

Our pro-growth policies are so  

effective that recently our State 

Revenue Estimating Conference 

announced that the general revenue 

now forecasted for 2014-2015 in 

Florida will be the highest ever. 

That’s why we’re working to cut 

$500 million in taxes and fees in the 

next budget, so families can keep 

more of their money. As we 

continue to find ways to improve 

state government and benefit 

Florida families, we want to hear 

from you about how a reduction in 

taxes and fees would benefit your 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the ELC of Palm Beach, 

kudos from a preschool teacher 

about using the TS GOLD child 

assessment: “Because every-

thing is accessible from my 

laptop, I am now able to provide 

activities and create meaningful 

lesson plans that are develop-

mentally appropriate for all my 

children based on my observa-

tions and anecdotal notes. I am 

able to recognize areas where 

my children may need some 
additional assistance or move 

them on to the next level of 
learning.” 
  

How is that for 

intentionality in 

teaching!  

 




