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    Thank you for allowing our village to join yours today! 
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. 

. 
Research Policy Improving reading through science 

Practice 



  Let’s start with our current 
context, because place matters. 

Where are we today? 



2020 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2020: The Gift that Keeps on GivingNearly 30M cases worldwide, and in US unfortunate milestone of 200,000 deaths.https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html https://time.com/magazine/    



 
  

 

Why should we be having this 
discussion about early learning 

& school readiness today? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many other issues deserving of our attention at this moment in time.



    
     

   

Education remains one of the best chances we have for a 
more equitable and just society, especially for the most 
vulnerable amongst us. 

It begins early. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I may be biased, but of all the things we do in education, there is nothing more important.  It is foundational to all other learning and therefore to success in school and therefore success in life.  We HAVE TO get it right.



  
  

 
   

 
 

  

 kindergarten 
entry 

Early learning is an evidence-based game changer. 
The first 5 years are critical… 

Source: C.A. Nelson 
(2000). Credit: Center 
on the Developing Child 

Brains are wired for Part genes, but mostly Driven by responsive interactions 
learning at birth. environment. with adults and peers. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/inbrief-science-of-ecd/First 5 years critical for healthy development, school achievement, and life success.Early brain development: early experiences influence brain development, which then matters for language, reasoning, physical development, social skills, mental and emotional health.85% of brain growth in the first 3 years; 80% of brain growth in first 18 months 



 
  

  

   
     
   

   
 

    

   
  

  

Early Learning: 
…and access to quality matters,… 

• Ample research evidence that high 
quality early education has a positive 
impact on immediate and long-term 
cognitive, academic, behavioral, and 
socioemotional outcomes. 

• Estimated return on investment = $7-$13 

• Florida has increased access and is 
working to increase standards and 
funding for quality. 

National Institute for Early Education Research http://nieer.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Florida_YB2019_Rev.pdf Barnett, W. S. (2011). Effectiveness of early educational intervention. Science, 333 (6045), 975–978.Nores, M., & Barnett, W. (2014). Access to high quality early care and education: Readiness and opportunity gaps in America. Center for Enhancing Early Learning Opportunities and the National Institute for Early Education Research, available at http://ceelo.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/05/ceelo_policy_report_access_quality_ece.pdfEwen, D., & Herzfeldt-Kamprath, R. (2016). Examining quality across the preschool-to-third-grade continuum. Center for American Progress, available at https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wpcontent/ uploads/2016/01/07110047/Pre-3_AccessToQuality.pdf

http://nieer.org/


 
   

  
  

 
  

     

     
   

   
 

 

    

   

Early Learning: 
…but access to quality varies. 

• Ample research evidence that 
children of color and children 
living in poverty and low-
income households are: 

• less likely to attend early 
childhood education centers. 

• less likely to attend programs 
that meet standards of 
quality that would ensure 
school readiness and 
academic success. 

Interaction Institute for Social Change | Artist: Angus Maguire 

Equity means everyone getting what 
they need to thrive. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Duncan, G. et al (2007). School readiness and later achievement. Developmental Psychology, 43 (6), 1428–1446.Magnuson, K.A., & Waldfogel, J. (2005). Early childhood care and education: Effects on ethnic and racial gaps in school readiness. Future of Children, 15, 169–196.Reardon, S. A., & Portilla, X. A. (2015). Recent trends in socioeconomic and racial school readiness gaps at kindergarten entry. Stanford University Center for Education Policy Analysis, available athttps://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/reardon%20portilla%20school%20readiness%20gap%20trends%2014jan2015_0.pdfFriedman-Krauss, A., Barnett, S., & Nores, M. (2016). How much can high-quality universal pre-K reduce achievement gaps? Center for American Progress and National Institute for Early Education Research, available at https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/01115656/NIEERAchievementGaps-report.pdf



         
     

         

3rd Grade Reading Scores (2019) 

Many children in Florida are growing in conditions that make them vulnerable 
to not entering school ready to learn and ready to succeed. 
Florida Chamber of Commerce, Florida Scorecard: Percentage of 3rd graders achieving Level 3 or above on the FSA (as of April 6, 2021) 

https://thefloridascorecard.org 

https://thefloridascorecard.org/


     
 

Many children and families in Florida are struggling. 
Florida Kids Count: 2020 Child Well Being Index 

http://www.floridakidscount.org 

http://www.floridakidscount.org/


     
 

Many children and families in Florida are struggling. 
Florida Kids Count: 2020 Child Well Being Index 



 
 

What is 
the one thing 
we should do? 



   
    

 

    

 

#1: Take a comprehensive approach. 
Those responsive interactions don’t happen in a bubble! 

It will take all of us. 
The Ready Child Equation 

National School Readiness Indicators Initiative: Making Progress for Young Children (2005) 

Ready 
Families 

Ready 
Communities 

Ready 
Services 

Ready 
Schools 

Children 
Ready for 

School + + + = 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.rikidscount.org/IssueAreas/EarlyLearningampDevelopment/GettingReady.aspx 



 
   

     
    

    
    

   
  

    
  

   

      
  

What is school readiness? 
School readiness involves more than 
just children. In the broadest sense, 
school readiness is about children, 
families, early environments, schools, 
and communities. Children are not 
innately “ready” or “not ready” for 
school. Their skills and development 
are strongly influenced by their families 
and through their interactions with 
other people and environments before 
coming to school. 

What assets, barriers, challenges, and opportunities are present to ensure ready families, ready 
communities, ready services, & ready schools, so that all children will be ready? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_SE_preparing_a_school_ready_child.pdf Families matter: financially secure and stable, healthy relationships, provide environment that encourages learning (safe, secure, opportunities to play, learn, explore, thriveCommunities matter: social support for families, learning opportunities for children, services for children and families in need.�Schools matter: connect with childcare providers (including family, friend, and neighbor), transition activities and policies, be ready to address a variety of needs and abilities and believe that all children can succeed. Important areas of development (whole child): physical, social, emotional, language, literacy, cognitive developmentEmbrace cultural and language diversity 



   
 

   

#2: Make decisions about practices, programs, 
and policies based upon verifiable evidence. 

When it comes to children, why not be sure? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why would we leave it to chance?No about how you feel, what you prefer, or your own personal experiences.  It’s about our children and stacking the deck so that they have the greatest chance for success, no matter their circumstances.






     
    

      
  
  

     
  

    
 

  

   
  
  

     

 
 

  
 

  

Why Evidence-Based? 
Common claims that lack a solid 
evidence base: 

Some are not so harmful: 
– sugar causes hyperactivity 
– visual and verbal learners 
– humans only use 10% of their

brains 

Some are very harmful: 
– vaccines cause autism 
– English Learners should not

use their native language at
home or in school. 

Evidence matters because: 
• we don’t have to guess; we know 

a lot about “what works” 
• we also need to learn what works 

“for whom” under “what 
conditions” and in “what ways”. 

• we want to increase the odds that 
we will have a favorable 
outcomes. 

• prevention costs much less that 
intervention and remediation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why would we leave it to chance?



  
     
    

 

   
  

#3: Use evidence-based resources available to you. 
There is no need to re-invent the wheel! 

The Florida Center for Reading Research provides free research-
based instructional activities that educators can use in the classrooms 
to improve student achievement. Available at https://www.fcrr.org/. 

Improving reading through science 

https://www.fcrr.org/


    
    

FCRR Student Center Activities for use in VPK through 5th grade to 
support language and reading instruction. Available at https://www.fcrr.org/. 

https://www.fcrr.org/


  
  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Over 50 VPK 
Student Center 
Activities focused 
on alphabet 
knowledge, 
phonological 
awareness, oral 
language, and 
vocabulary. 
Available at 
https://www.fcrr.org/ 
student-center-
activities/pre-
kindergarten. 

Materials, activities, 
and suggestions for 

adaptations and 
extensions included 

Website 
(free for everyone) 

Lesson objectives 
aligned with 

evidence, standards, 
and benchmarks 

https://www.fcrr.org/student-center-activities/pre-kindergarten


   
   

     
      

   
  

The Regional Education Labs (REL) develop free evidence-based 
resources with educators and policymakers in the region to improve 
student achievement. The Regional Education Lab for the Southeastern 
US is at the Florida Center for Reading Research at Florida State 
University and is available at 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/index.asp. 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/index.asp


      REL Southeast has developed a series of interactive infographics with links to resources 
on preparing a school-ready child. Available at: 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/preparing_a_school_ready_child_series.asp 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/preparing_a_school_ready_child_series.asp


  
 

 
  

 

  
 
  

  
 
 

 
 

 

Website 

REL Southeast has 
developed tools for 
early childhood 
centers and teachers 
to use to support 
emergent literacy 
instruction in four 
critical areas that 
support conventional 
literacy skills: print 
knowledge, 
phonological 
awareness, 
vocabulary, and oral 
language, available at: 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee 
/edlabs/regions/south 
east/elplc/ 

Participant materials 

Facilitator materials 

(free for everyone) 

Evidence-Based 
Recommendations 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/elplc/


    
  

   
 

REL Southeast has also developed tools for schools and kindergarten teachers to use to 
develop, like Facilitator’s Guides for Professional Learning Communities, and to 
support families at home , like the Teacher’s Guide to Supporting Family Involvement 
in Foundational Reading Skills. Available at: 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlab 
s/regions/southeast/plc.asp 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/proj 
ects/project.asp?projectID=5674 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/plc.asp
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=5674


 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

A companion website 
designed for families, 
with explanations of 
the recommendations, 
activities, and YouTube 
videos demonstrating 
activities is also 
available at: 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/ 
edlabs/regions/southe 
ast/foundations/kinder 
garten_intro.asp. 

Activities 
(PDF to download; 

extension ideas) 

YouTube Demo 
Videos 

(access on phones; 
diverse families in 
their own homes) 

Website 
(free for everyone) 

Evidence-Based 
Recommendations 

(lay language) 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southeast/foundations/kindergarten_intro.asp
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Thank you! 
Visit us at: https://www.fcrr.org 
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