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School Readiness

What is School Readiness? 

Enter a word or short phrase

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parent involvement in early literacy is directly connected to academic achievement. Children need parents to be their reading role models with daily practice in order to navigate successfully through beginning literacy skills



School Readiness

In the broadest sense, school readiness is about 

children, families, early environments, schools, 

and communities. Children are not innately 

“ready” or “not ready” for school. Their skills and 

development are strongly influenced by their 

families and through their interactions with other 

people and environments before coming to 

school.
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School Readiness Domains

Social & Emotional 
Development 

School 
Readiness

Cognitive 
Development 

Physical
Development 

Language & Literacy
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Emergent Literacy

Emergent literacy encompasses the 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes that a child 

develops in relation to reading and writing 

throughout the early childhood period, 

starting at birth and before the onset of 

conventional reading and writing instruction 

(usually at school entry).
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Beyond Learning to Read
Strong literacy aligns with the ways that individuals learn and socially interact

Social development and behavior 
is directly linked to school readiness

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It forms the foundation for a lifetime of communication with family, peers, and employers. Ensuring strong reading and writing skills in the early stages of a child’s development is vitally important to preventing problems later in life, such as unemployment, societal disconnection, and even justice system involvement.Development of social skills is a top priority in kindergarten.  



Past & Present

Past 
Adult/child 

reading – 100 
books or more at 

home

Recent 
Reading alone 
does not build 

pre-literacy skills

Present
Children need more 
specific skills while 

being read to 
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Past early literacy research emphasized the importance of daily adult/child reading time, as well as having 100 or more books in one's home, and its link to a child being academically ready and successful in kindergarten. Recent research has proved that reading as a stand-alone activity will not help children with pre-literacy skills (Phillips et al., 2008).  The latest research on parent involvement in early literacy has stressed that children need to be given more specific skills while being read to in order to be successful with early literacy skills (Roberts, Jurgens, & Burchinal, M., 2005).



The Parents' Role

"it may be that children can learn to become literate on 
their own without formal instruction, but when experiences 
with literacy take place in family environments, the 
emotional reactions of the parents can affect the child's 
progress significantly"

H.Leichter

Families as environments for literacy. In H. Goelman, A. Oberg, & F. 
Smith (Eds.), Awakening to literacy,

"Although schools may have capable 
and dedicated teachers, schools are by 
their nature isolated from the larger 
world. Children learn from everything 
they see and do -- at home, at school, 
and everywhere else" 

J. Schickedanz 
More than ABCs: The early stages of reading and writing. 
NAEYC



Barriers

Identify barriers parents 
have when supporting 
children with developing 
emergent literacy skills





High Quality Conversations

• the adult and child are enjoying each other’s company

• the adult follows the child’s lead by talking about what 
interests him

• the adult and child take back-and-forth turns, keeping the 
conversation going for as long as possible

The Hannen Centre http://www.hanen.org/Helpful-Info/Articles/How-to-Build-Language-and-Literacy-Through-Powerfu.aspx

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 What is a High-quality Conversation?The kind of conversation that provides the best context for a child to build his language and literacy skills is one in which:



The Strive for 5 strategy involves parents 

taking part in a five-step (or more) 

conversation with their child – in other 

words, having 5 turns in a conversation 

using sentences or non-verbal responses.

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations-Strategies
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An open-ended question is a question that cannot be 

answered with a "yes" or "no" response, or with a one-

word response. Open-ended questions require a longer 

response. 

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations-Strategies
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Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations-Strategies

Open-Ended Questions
• What do you think would happen if you…?
• What made you decide to pick this?
• What could you do if…
• What do you think will happen next?
• I wonder why…
• How would you feel if…
• How do you  know?
• What does this remind you of? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



• Self-Talk- maps own actions with language.

• Parallel-Talk- maps a child’s actions with language.

Like a narrator, describe what you or the child are doing.  

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations-Strategies
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 What is a High-quality Conversation?The kind of conversation that provides the best context for a child to build his language and literacy skills is one in which:



Think
Aloud

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations-Strategies

Think-alouds have been described 

as "eavesdropping on 

someone's thinking." With this 

strategy, adults say aloud while 

thinking about how to solve a 

problem.   

Presenter
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•Expand your child’s message

•Add new words

•Make storytelling a part of your day

•Make explanations part of your day

•Get your child involved in solving problems

•Talk about what could happen next

•Help your child see other perspectives

•Look for print all around you

•Talk about letters and sounds

•Making writing a natural part of your day

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations: Out and About



How do we support parents that cannot read, aren't confident or
not quite ready to read with their child?

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Chat - What did you notice the dad doing?  What did you notice the child doing?



In the Chat write:

• What you noticed the 
dad doing?

• What you noticed the 
child doing?

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations



Increasing the value of conversation with ALL parents

• Identify barriers – offer simple, reachable 

solutions to minimize

• Provide models – quick, simple and effective

Transition to Kindergarten

Conversations



Transition to Kindergarten

Reading 2.0 at Home

• Reading alone does NOT
build pre-literacy skills

• Children need more 
specific skills while being 
read to

Repeat the book

Engage and enjoy

Ask questions

Do more



Transition to Kindergarten

Reading 2.0 at Home

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/home-literacy-environment-checklist

Ask questions
• Open ended questions

• Why "Why do you think...?"
• How "How will...?"

• Closed ended questions

Repeat the book
• Read 3-5 times –

repetition builds familiarity and 
confidence

• reading is like watching a good 
movie

Engage and enjoy
• Use voices for characters
• Use real world connections
• Model your thinking
• Introduce new words
• Watch – Wait- Listen

Do more
• Identify/review familiar 

letters and letter sounds
• Identify rhyme
• Model reading left to right

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/home-literacy-environment-checklist


Transition to Kindergarten

Reading 2.0 at Home



State Standards

Pre-kindergarten Kindergarten Third Grade

Asks and answers 
appropriate questions about 
the story (e.g., “What just 
happened?” “What might 
happen next?” “What would 
happen if…?”)

With prompting and support, 
ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text.

Ask and answer questions 
to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the 
answers.

Florida State Standards Key Ideas and Details (kindergarten and third grade)
Florida Early Learning Developmental Standards Emergent Reading 48months - Kindergarten



Transition to Kindergarten

Meet Them Where They Are

Red Video & picture 
books Online programs

Yellow Video, picture 
and word books

Online programs 
and games

Green Word, picture 
and video books

Online programs, 
games and 
activities



https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/10-things-every-parent-play

PS: Play with Purpose
Transition to Kindergarten

Play with Purpose



Play and learning go hand in hand. Children learn through their play.

Children learn and develop:
• cognitive skills – like math and problem solving in pretend grocery store play

• physical abilities – like balancing blocks, running outside, using markers and legos

• new vocabulary – like the words they need to play with toy dinosaurs

• social skills – like playing together in a pretend car wash

• literacy skills – like writing a list for the grocery store or creating a menu for a 

pretend restaurant

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/10-things-every-parent-play

Transition to Kindergarten

Play with Purpose



Play is a child’s context for learning.

• Practice and reinforce their learning.

• Provides a place and a time for learning that cannot be achieved through 
completing a worksheet.

• Rich learning opportunities and leads to children’s success and self-esteem.

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/10-things-every-parent-play

Transition to Kindergarten

Play with Purpose

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children practice and reinforce their learning in multiple areas during play. It gives them a place and a time for learning that cannot be achieved through completing a worksheet. For example, in playing restaurant, children write and draw menus, set prices, take orders, and make out checks. Play provides rich learning opportunities and leads to children’s success and self-esteem.



Educator Partnership



Family & Community Partnership

Engaging Families in Transition to Kindergarten 

https://view.vzaar.com/4500606/download


Educator Partnership



Transition to K Packets



"Ready for Kindergarten" Game



Parent Trainings



Parent Book Guides



Transition Tips
1. Practice kindergarten skills.

2. Set clear bedtime and morning routines.

Before school starts, run through the morning routine with your child, too. Practice having your child wake up on 
time, get dressed, and eat breakfast. Will you be the one getting your child out the door? If not, have the caregiver 
who will be handling mornings with your child try out the routine a couple of times.

3. Start phasing out nap time.

Many kindergarten classes have rest time. But if your child still takes naps, this break will probably be shorter than 
the naps your child is used to. Start cutting the length of nap time by a couple of minutes a day before school starts.

4. Make following directions fun.

Kids in kindergarten are expected to follow directions throughout the school day. Practice this at home in fun ways. 
Have your child do activities with one- and two-step directions before school starts. You can do crafts or play new 
games together. Or you could have your child help when you’re cooking.

5. Ask how your child is feeling.

Kindergarten is different from other grades because there are a lot of firsts. It’s a big unknown that can make kids 
feel anxious. Help your child get through the first-day jitters—and bigger worries—by talking. Ask things like, “What 
do you want to know about kindergarten?” Or, “You seem a little nervous. What are you thinking about?”

It might be hard for your child to understand or express these feelings. But asking questions and showing empathy 
lets your child know you’re there.

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/understanding-childs-challenges/talking-with-your-child/10-tips-to-help-your-child-follow-directions
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/games-skillbuilders/8-great-board-games-to-help-preschoolers-build-different-skills
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/moving-up/6-tips-for-calming-first-day-jitters-in-grade-school


Transition Tips
6. Practice asking for help.

Your child may be nervous about needing help at school. That might be with personal things like going to the 
bathroom independently or getting ready to leave at the end of the day.

Explain that the teacher is always there to help if there’s a problem—and that it’s OK to ask. Have your child practice 
asking for help before the school year starts. This helps kids build confidence to speak up for what they need when 
they need it.

7. Read together.

Kindergarten is a place for lots of play. But your child will also be learning the basics in subjects like reading, writing, 
and math. Reading to your child as often as possible helps lay the foundation for kindergarten learning. It also helps 
prepare kids for listening time in the classroom.

Discover books that are good for kids starting kindergarten. And get tips on what to do if you don’t have time 
to read with your child.

8. Introduce new friends.

Arrange for your child to play with kids in the same grade, or even the same class, if you can get the class list ahead 
of time. Try to branch out beyond kids your child already knows from preschool or the neighborhood.

Set it up to take place in a space where both kids will be comfortable. This might be one of your homes or a 
playground.

9. Get Your Child excited about Starting a New School

Take your child to shop for uniforms and new school supplies.  While  you shop, get your child excited about all the 
new things he/she will be doing in kindergarten.  Call the school and ask if there is a way to meet the kindergarten 
teacher before the first day of school.  This will help the child feel more comfortable and relaxed on the first day!  

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/back-to-school/8-great-books-for-kids-who-are-starting-preschool-and-kindergarten
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/encouraging-reading-writing/no-time-to-read-to-your-child-6-ideas-to-try


Questions
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