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Our Governor stated that  42% of our 
state’s  children  are not  ready  to  enter  
kindergarten. 

What is this  fact based  on….the  FLKRS??????? 
The domain  measured by this assessment  is primarily  LITERACY, 
which really  isn’t a  domain.   It is  a  content area  of  learning. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And what is the definition of readiness.  UNICIF states that children, schools and families must be ready.  The responsibility should not be totally placed on the heads of the children.  In the early 1990’s the SCCECS was given the task of writing Florida’s readiness goal.  This goal clearly stated that schools should be ready to receive children where they were developmentally, that families should receive supports so that they could provide a safe lovely environment for their children and the children were to receive the experiences and services needed to help them meet their optimal potential.



 
 

   
 

   

   

A few facts that affect children’s preparedness for 
Kindergarten in Florida: 

• 73,000 of Florida’s children live in some state 
of homelessness; and 

• 22% of Florida’s children live below the poverty level. 

• 2,908,335 meals were served in 2018-19 & 2,089,852 
were free or reduced. 



 

  

  

   

     

 

 

Self 
Actualization 

To Realize 
One’s Potential 

To Find 
Self-Fulfillment 

Aesthetic 
Symmetry, Order, And Beauty 

Cognitive 
To Know, To Understand, To Explore 

Esteem 
To Achieve, Be Competent, And Gain Approval 

Belongingness and Love 
To Affiliate With Others, To Be Accepted And Belong 

Safety 
To Feel Secure, And Safe, And Out Of Danger 

Physiological 
Hunger, Thirst… 

Maslow, A.H., 1970, Motivation and Personality 
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Presentation Notes
Bronfenner’s ecological model  Bronfenbrenner's ecological systems theory views child development as a complex system of relationships affected by multiple levels of the surrounding environment, from immediate settings of family and school to broad cultural values, laws, and customs.



       
    

   
   

   
  

  

The key to developing literacy – and all other skills – is to 
pace the learning so that it is consistent with the child’s 
development, enabling him or her to succeed at the 
early stages. Ensure this initial success and the child’s 
natural love of learning blooms. Doom him to failure in 
the beginning by making inappropriate demands and he 
may well be unable to overcome the resulting 
inadequacy. 
Alliance for Childhood, 2002 



 
  

  
   

 

 
 

In the last two decades, the education system has become 
obsessed with quantifiable and narrowly defined kinds of 
academic success. School performance has been measured 
in two ways — how many students are enrolled in 
accelerated classes and whether test scores stay high. 

The Boy Crisis. Peg Tyre, 
Newsweek January, 2006 



     
        

  

 

  

 

This kind of assessment has made the curriculum more rigid. 
Instead of allowing teachers to instruct children in the manner and 
pace that suits each class, teaches are told what, when & how to 
teach. 

Also: 
• Student – teacher ratios have risen. 
• Recess is almost non-existent. 
• Physical education and sports 

have been cut. 

Newsweek, January, 2006 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research, by the Foundation for Child Development, indicates that 3 and 4 year old children are being expelled from preschool at a rate higher than school children in grades K through 12.   Whether in private or public programs



   
 

 
  

  
  

  

Our goal should be to reclaim the language of 
“standards” and “accountability”, and ground them in 
principles of child development and humane 
pedagogy in the service of educating our children to 
be caring, ethical, and creative human beings, who 
prize humanity & nature, and who will be masters 
rather than servants of the technologies they help to 
create. 

Olfman, 2003 



Bloom’s Taxonomy 

 
 

 

 

   

Can create new product or 
point of view 

Can justify a decision 

Can distinguish between 
different parts 

Can use information in a 
new way 

Can explain ideas or concepts 

Can recall or remember 
information 



 

 

The field of education 
depends on human resources 
not 
just materials or 
technological resources. 



 
  

   

Resiliency 

The positive capacity to • Eagerness • Creativity 
cope. In other words, the • Persistence • Cooperation 
ability to bounce back and 

• Curiosity • Self Concept successfully adapt. 
• Inventiveness • Self Control 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We need resilient children who will be able to cope with whatever the future brings.



 
 

I have no special talents. 
I am only passionately 
curious. 

— Albert Einstein 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We kill this passion when we expect children to do things they are not developmentally ready to do….when we continuously take the joy and love out of learning.  When I was a child I loved to go to school.  Today many children have stomach problems and headaches…others act out because the curriculum is too stressful and often too difficult for them to have success.



  
  

  
   

    
 

Opinion is really the lowest form of human 
knowledge.  It requires no accountability, no 
understanding. The highest form of 
knowledge is empathy, for it requires us to 
suspend our egos and live in another’s world. 
It requires profound purpose larger than the 
self kind of understanding 

– Bill Bullard 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have clear research on how children learn best…our standards and the standards of the other 49 states reflect clearly the importance of child development and helping each child achieve at their highest level.  We know what constant difficulty and stress causes but we continue to do it year after year.  Children without learning issues who live in supportive families do well.  Children with any kind of challenge often fail.We need to approach our young children with empathy and a desire to support them.  Life is challenging for many and schools should be a sanctuary.  It was for me.
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Guiding Principles 
• The first five years is a period of rapid growth and 

development. 
• Nurturing and responsive relationships are the foundation of 

health, growth, and development. 
• Consistency and continuity of experiences promotes 

development. 
• Developmental milestones occur in a somewhat predictable 

order, but each child develops at a unique pace. 
• Children learn in many ways and in multiple settings. 
• Adults can provide intentional and appropriate experiences 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SIX DOMAINS OF�THE FLORIDA PERFORMANCE STANDARDSEach domain is divided into three benchmark age periods:  3-year-olds  4-year-olds  5-year-oldsEach domain is further divided into themes, indicators, and examples.Visit: http://www.myfloridaeducation.com/earlylearning/pdf/performancestandardsba.pdf to access the 35 page document explaining why and where the 4 year old standards were changed this year. This information is included in the introduction section and the handout section of Volume I in this series.For more information, visit the Agency for Workforce Innovation, Office of Early Learning:  www.floridajobs.org



   
   

 
   

   

  
  

  
   

 

   
 

Thomas Jefferson believed that 
education was the foundation needed to 
create an informed populous that was 
then and is now the vital ingredient for 
the continuation of a democratic society. 

A democratic society must practice 
empathy for others and be able to 
analyze the variables and critically think 
through data seeking positive solutions 
for serious problems. 

We have never lived in a time where this 
was more necessary. 



  

  
 

Paul Romer a world renown economist said… 

A crisis is a terrible 
thing to waste. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
He was speaking of the financial crisis in the mid to late 2000’s.  But it is true today.  This is an opportunity to throw out systems and policies that have not worked for our children.  Testing, rating schools focus on reading and math only has turned our schools into unhappy places that provide children with little opportunity to develop the areas that they need for success and has insured that many are made to feel unable to be successful.  Self-esteem is the key to success and self esteem is only developed when children feel safe and trusting of the people and environments where they must spend their days.  
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