Mystery Letter Game
Activity: Children will recognize and verbally identify the target letter.
Objective

The children will identify letters and letter names.
Targeted Standards

IV. Language and Literacy

IV.F.3.b. Recognizes almost all letters when named (e.g., when shown a group of letters, can
accurately identify, verbally or nonverbally, the letter that is named)
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=IV&a=four_year_olds
Procedures

Materials Needed
Scissors, index cards, markers, glue, magnetic strip,
magnetic surface (e.g., cookie sheet, file cabinet,
magnetic board), basket or bag for discarded
letters, tactile letters (e.g., sandpaper letters,
magnetic letters)
Checking for Understanding
Children will demonstrate their understanding of
the lesson by:
recognizing and verbally identifying the target

Before You Begin the Lesson
1. If you are using letters that are not magnetic, cut a piece of the magnetic strip and glue
it to the back of each letter.
2. Choose a magnetic surface that can be easily seen by the entire class.
3. Choose the target letter for the lesson (e.g., the letter “a”). Use the marker and index
card to create a sign that reads, “Does Not Belong.” Attach the sign to the basket or bag.
Introduction (Whole Group)
1. Hold the target letter up and say its name (e.g., “a”) and its sound (e.g., /a/). Then place
the target letter on the magnetic surface.
2.

Hold up a non-target letter (e.g., “w”) and ask if the letter you are holding up is the target letter (e.g., “a”).

3. Wait for the children to respond. The children should say, “No, that’s not “a.” You
might respond, “That’s correct. This is not the letter “a.” Then place the non-target
letter in the basket or bag labeled “Does Not Belong,” for discarded letters.

Scaffolding
-Before beginning lesson, place only the target
letters in the container and review them with the
children.
-Place all letters on a magnetic strip and have the
children choose the target letter out of the group
of letters and place them on a separate magnetic
strip.
Extensions
-Place the Mystery Letter Game in the Literacy
Center.
-Use this lesson over and over again to introduce
your target letters.
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Procedures –Continued

Introduction (Whole Group) continued
4. Hold up the target letter (e.g., “a”) and ask if the letter you are holding up is the target letter (e.g., “a”).
5. Wait for the children to respond. The children should say, “Yes, that is “a.” You might respond, “That’s correct. This is the letter “a.” Then
place the target letter on the magnetic surface.
6. Repeat steps one through five several times to allow the children to practice identifying examples and non-examples of the target letter.
Practice (Small Group)
Note: The small group should not be done until the whole group is conducted.
1. Show the children the target letter and remind them of its name and its sound.
2. Place five letters in a bag or covered basket where the children cannot see the letters. Be sure to include a couple of non-target letters in the
bag or covered basket.
3. Ask each child to pull a letter out of the bag or covered basket and tell the group if it is the target letter. If a child picks the target letter,
then prompt the child to say the sound for the target letter.
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