Apples and Oranges
Activity: Children will separate a set of objects (e.g., chairs, apples, oranges) into a maximum of four parts with teacher support.
Objective

The children will separate a set into a maximum of four parts .
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking Number Sense
V.B.2. Begins to demonstrate how to compose and decompose (build and take apart) sets up
to eight using objects, fingers and acting out.
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds

Materials Needed
Table with no chairs underneath
A set of four child-sized chairs stacked next to
table, apples, oranges, small paper plates,
large paper plates
Knife for adult to cut apples and oranges
Apple corer (optional)

Procedures

Checking for Understanding
Lesson
1. Prior to the lesson, stack four chairs and place them next to the table where you will be
conducting your lesson. Invite a small group of children (no more than four) to sit with you
at the table. When the children arrive at the table they should notice that they don’t have
anywhere to sit. You might say, “It looks like you don’t have any chairs to sit in. What
should we do to solve this problem?” (Wait for their responses.) Someone will likely suggest
that you need to get some chairs.
2. Point to the stack of chairs and say, “We have a set of chairs right here. Can you help me
separate the set of chairs, so that everyone gets a chair?” As you give a chair to each child,
you might say, “We have one chair, two chairs, three chairs, four chairs. We just separated
the set of chairs into four parts. Does everyone have a chair? (Wait for their responses.) Yes.
Now everyone has a part of the set of chairs.”

Children will demonstrate their understanding of
the lesson by:
separating a set of chairs, apple slices, and
orange slices into a maximum of four parts with
teacher support.

Scaffolding

-Use verbal, visual, and physical cues to help
children know what to do.

3. Explain to the children that you have some fruit (e.g., apples and oranges) that you
would like to share with them. Pass out a small paper plate to each child.

VPK ACTIVITY PLANS

Apples and Oranges
Activity: Children will separate a set of objects (e.g., chairs, apples, oranges) into a maximum of four parts with teacher support.
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking Number Sense
V.B.2. Begins to demonstrate how to compose and decompose (build and take apart) sets up to eight using objects, fingers and acting out.
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds

Procedures –Continued

4. Take an apple and place it on the large paper plate where everyone can see it. Cut the apple into four parts. Then you might say, “Look, I
have a set of apple slices. How can we separate the set of apple slices, so that everyone gets a part of the apple?” Someone will likely suggest
that you can give each child an apple slice.
5. As you give each child a slice of the apple, you might say, “We have a part of the apple for ______, a part of the apple for ______, a part of
the apple for ______, and a part of the apple for ______. We just separated the set of apple slices into four parts. Does everyone have a part of
the apple? (Wait for their responses.) Yes. Now everyone has a part of the set of apple slices.”
6. Next, take an orange and place it on the large paper plate where everyone can see it. Cut the orange into four parts. Then you might say,
“Look, I have a set of orange slices. How can we separate the set of orange slices, so that everyone gets a part of the orange?” Someone will
likely suggest that you can give each child an orange slice.
7. As you give each child a slice of the orange, you might say, “We have a part of the orange for ______, a part of the orange for ______, a part
of the orange for ______, and a part of the orange for ______. We just separated the set of orange slices into four parts. Does everyone have a
part of the orange? (Wait for their responses.) Yes. Now everyone has a part of the set of orange slices.”
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