Mouse Count-Addition and Subtraction
Activity: Children will count sets of mice and add sets of mice together up to ten. Children will subtract from the set of mice, from
ten down to zero.
Objective

The children will count sets of mice, add sets of mice together, and subtract from a set of
mice.
Targeted Standards

V. Mathematical Thinking
V.B.1. Explores quantities up to eight using objects, fingers and dramatic play to solve realworld joining and separating problems
http://www.floel.org/standardsresource/standards.html#d=V&a=four_year_olds
Procedures

Before You Begin the Lesson
1. Use the Florida Early Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds to review the Targeted and Related Standards for Four-Year-Olds included in this lesson.
Review the following vocabulary terms or concepts:
Set – a group of objects.
Add – to combine objects or sets of objects.
Subtract – to remove or take objects away from a set.
Read the book, Mouse Count by Ellen Stoll Walsh, ahead of time.
Prepare ten mice cut outs for each child and teacher. You may use the Mice Templates
at the end of lesson plan.
5. Prepare a jar cut out for each child and teacher. You may use the Jar Template at the end
of lesson plan.
6. Place ten mice cut outs and a jar cut out in a gallon size plastic bag for each child.
Use a long sock to make sock snake puppet. Sample directions can be found at: http://
www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Sock-Puppet.

Materials Needed
Book: Mouse Count by Ellen Stoll Walsh
Ten mice cut outs for each child and teacher
Jar cut out for each child and teacher
Sock snake puppet
Gallon size plastic bags with zipper-top (for
each child and teacher)

Checking for Understanding
Children will demonstrate their understanding of
the lesson by:
-counting sets of mice
-combining (adding) sets of mice together
-removing (subtracting) from a set of mice,
from ten down to zero.

Scaffolding
-Provide additional materials and opportunities for
children to practice counting sets with a friend/
partner.
-Begin with smaller numbers and increase the size of
the sets as the children gain confidence and success.
Extensions
-During circle time, create scenarios where children
will have opportunities to count sets and combine
(add) sets together or remove (subtract) objects from
a set.
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Mouse Count-Addition and Subtraction
Activity: Children will count sets of mice and add sets of mice together up to ten. Children will subtract from the set of mice, from
ten down to zero.
Procedures –Continued

Mouse Count (Small Group)
1. Sit at a table. Display the jar template and mice templates where the children can see them. The mice should be arranged by color or in three
groups (e.g., three pink mice, four green mice, three blue mice).
2. Read the book, Mouse Count by Ellen Stoll Walsh, to the children.
3. Using the sock snake puppet, add the appropriate number of mice to the jar at the appropriate places in the story.
4. Count how many mice are in the jar as mice are added. You might say:
 “There were no mice in the jar. Let’s count and see how many are in there now. One, two, three. Three mice.”
 “There are three mice in the jar. Now, the snake is adding four more mice to the jar. Let’s count and see how many three mice plus
four mice makes. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven. Seven mice.”
 Then, later in the story: “There are seven mice in the jar. Now, the snake adds three more mice to the jar. Let’s count and see how
many are in there now.” (Count to ten.) “There are ten mice in the jar.”
5. Count how many mice are in the jar as mice escape (e.g., are removed from the jar). Remove the appropriate number of mice from the jar at
the appropriate places in the story.
6. Tell the children that now they are going to help you with the mouse count.
7. Give each child a gallon size plastic bag with cut outs of the jar and ten mice.
8. Re-read the story to the children, pausing each time mice are added to the jar, so that children can add the appropriate number of mice to
their jar.
9. Count the number of mice together as they add mice into their jar.
10. Ask a couple of children individually to count the mice in their jar, to determine if they are able to accurately count the number of mice.
11. Ask children questions to see if they can verbalize what they are doing as they add sets of mice to the set in the jar (e.g., “Max, you had
three mice in your jar. Now we’re going to add four more. How many mice does four and three make? Let’s count them.” Children count, with
teacher assistance as needed. Children respond. “You’re right, three mice plus four mice makes seven.”).
12. Ask children questions to see if they can verbalize what they are doing as they take mice away from the set in the jar (e.g., “We have ten
mice in the jar. Then three scurried out. How many mice are left in the jar? Let’s count them.” Children count, with teacher assistance as needed. Children respond. “Okay, so if we start with ten mice and three run away, we have seven mice left.”).
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