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Your Presence is a Present!
Mindfulness in Early Childhood
Project Director, Maria Gehl gives tips on how to gift your little ones with undivided
attention during the busy holiday season.
Here are some ways to practice presence this holiday season:
– Be intentional. Set some time to silence or turn off all technology (phones, TV) and connect with
your child. Daily if you can!
– Find a feeling of calm in your own body before engaging with your child. Take three deep belly
breaths (or more if needed) to calm yourself, so that you can be a comforting presence for your
little one.
– Let your child lead. Notice and follow your child’s interests and attention. Respond with support and
encouragement. Is he excited to see the moon through the window of your home at bedtime? Take
time to gaze together.
– Use your senses to savor the season.
• Share a mindful meal or snack together with your child – explore a seasonal food with all
your senses. Talk about how it looks, smells, feels and tastes.
• Take a walk outside together. Look for, listen to, feel and smell the change of the seasons.
Describe what you are experiencing so your child has the words to share your joy.
– Be kind to yourself. Take time to do a special thing that brings you joy. When we offer ourselves
care and support, we feel better and are better able to focus our attention on our children.
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Contest Winners!
The Office of Early Learning

The Office of Early Learning announces their Family Engagement and Vroom Week winners.
November was a very busy month filled with engaging families and sharing activities to help families support
their children’s learning. From the contest entries we received and social media posts we saw, Family Engagement Month and Vroom Week were very successful in Florida! Coalition staff are so creative and enthusiastic
when engaging families! We know that family engagement is an ongoing process and takes place all year
long, but the focus on family engagement in November gives us a chance to highlight the wonderful work coalitions do with families.
We had a very difficult time deciding on one winner for the Family Engagement Month Contest. All of the
early learning coalitions that sent in entries had creative and engaging activities. We selected four coalitions
to recognize for their creative, innovative efforts to engage families and child care providers during Family
Engagement Month. Congratulations to the Early Learning Coalition of the Big Bend, the Early Learning Coalition
of the Emerald Coast, the Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and Volusia Counties and the Early Learning Coalition of Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties. Each of these coalitions will receive a prize.
Many coalitions also participated in the Vroom Week Contest. Although all of the coalitions that posted on
social media had creative, engaging posts, the Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties had the
most social media posts for Vroom Week! They are the winner of the Vroom Week Contest and will receive a
prize!
Thanks to early learning coalition staff for all of the wonderful work you do to engage Florida’s families!
CCR&R Staff
Office of Early Learning
Florida Department of Education

READ FOR THE RECORD
Early Learning Coalition of Broward County
ELC of Broward has been recognized as the Read for the Record district of the year!
The Early Learning Coalition of Broward County held a successful Read for the Record event on
November 7. Broward County Commissioner, Senator Nan Rich and Broward Couny School Board
Member, Laurie Rich Levinson served as guest readers to about 20 children and their families from
across Broward County. Families also enjoyed a delicious catered dinner, a fun arts and crafts
station and were gifted this year’s nationally assigned Read for the Record book, Thank You, Omu!
written and illustrated by Oge Mora.
Jumpstart’s premiere national campaign, Read for the Record is one day of the year when millions
of individuals come together to celebrate literacy and support Jumpstart in its efforts to promote
early childhood education. On November 7, people across the nation read the children’s book
Thank You Omu!, in support of Jumpstart’s mission to work towards the day that every child in America enters school prepared to succeed.
Additionally, Broward County has been recognized as the Read for the Record District of the Year
Award! A supporter of Read for the Record since its beginning 14 years ago, Broward County is one
of Jumpstart’s longest-standing partners for the campaign and has the widest participation within
a single county. The award was presented to the Broward Reads committee co-chaired by Renee
Jaffe , chief executive officer of the Early Learning Coalition of Broward County, Cindy Arenberg
Seltzer, chief executive officer/president of the Children’s Services Council, Beam Furr, Broward
County Commissioner and Dan Gohl, chief academic officer at Broward Public School, Lori Canning,
executive director of Early Learning and Language Acquisition. There were over 1,000 volunteers
throughout Broward that helped make Broward Reads a success!
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SETTING THE STANDARD
Early Learning Coalition of Duval
ELC of Duval recognizes exceptional child care providers!

The Early Learning Coalition (ELC) of Duval honored 14 School Readiness child care providers that
have been violation-free for 5 or more years with the Department of Children and Families (DCF)
at a recent recognition brunch and board meeting. “It’s an impressive accomplishment and deserves
recognition,” stated Denise Marzullo, CEO and President of the ELC of Duval. “A healthy and safe
environment is critical to a successful learning environment,” says Marzullo, “and this elite group has
achieved it.” Marzullo asked the providers, “What is your secret to success?” Tammy Taylor, Director
of Hubbard House Children’s Program response, “Every day is inspection day.”
The Early Learning Coalition of Duval is a non-profit organization that serves as the one-stop resource for information about early learning services in Jacksonville. More than 7,000 children receive school readiness and VPK services in Duval County through the Early Learning Coalition.
ELC of Duval helps:
• Families get their children into early learning care
• Provide child care financial assistance
• Child care providers improve the quality of their early learning program
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Good Beginnings
ELC of Marion County
ELCMC’S first annual Good Beginnings for Children Breakfast was a huge success!
2019 marks the first year of ELCMC’s Good Beginnings for Children Breakfast.
The breakfast took place at the CF Klein Center, with many community partners and stakeholders in early education present. Some notable guests included our special guests who took the stage.
Brittaney Mahaffey, former ELCMC parent and success story, spoke to the audience about how early
education for her child and access to affordable child care helped her to become the successful Realtor
she is today. If you haven’t heard her story, you can find her speech on the ELCMC Facebook page.
Senator Dennis Baxley, representative of Florida’s 12th district, also attended to take the stage. He
gave a keynote on the importance of early education and Florida’s continued investment in it. Senator
Baxley received a standing ovation from the audience before turning the microphone back to Roseann,
who obviously hosted the breakfast, so that she could introduce another special guest.
After showing the audience a video on the importance of the Reading is Fundamental program, Roseann
announced this year’s Children’s Champion, Louise Werner. Louise was awarded for her investment in the
importance of literacy and helping to ensure the children of Marion County are continuing to read.
ELCMC’s first annual Good Beginnings for Children Breakfast was a success, leaving many of us excited
for next year.
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Family Engagement
ELC of Miami-Dade/Monroe

The ELC of Miami-Dade/Monroe feeding the turkey!

The Early Learning Coalition of Miami-Dade/Monroe hosted an activity at one of their eligibility offices and
provided families with a few fun activities to share at home with their children along with the family engagement calendar.
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Interactions Matter!
ELC of Pasco and Hernando Counties

12th Annual Early Learning Coalition Conference: Interactions Matter!
This past October 19, hundreds of early learning educators from the Tampa Bay area and other areas
of Florida, gathered at Bishop McLaughlin High School in Pasco County. Since 2008, The Early Learning
Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc. has been hosting what is considered one of the largest
early learning conferences hosted by a coalition in the state of Florida. 2019, marked its 12th Annual Early
Learning Conference with its theme: Interactions Matter! Over 700 registrants, 65 presenters for breakout
sessions including Keynote speaker Gina Gates from Teachstone plus special awards for Early Learning
Teacher of the Year and The Helen and John Long Memorial Scholarship. This year, we included recognition
of Marchman Tech students from New Port Richey who collaborated and designed the conference logo Interactions Matter! The day began at 8:00 am with open ceremonies and a warm welcome from Early Learning
Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc., Executive Director Steve Knobl Ph.D. with participation from
the Early Learning Coalition Board of Directors and Senior Trainer and Conference Chair Dawn Espinoza.
The conference included a vendor exhibition featuring a partnership between local businesses, educational
and nonprofit organizations that shared resources, services and merchandise available for purchase. It was
a day that provided new insight for preschool teachers, preschool center directors and owners. Just about
anyone passionate about early childhood education. “We believe that teachers and parents deserve the
best training we can offer so children benefit and develop a love for learning in their early years.” Stated Executive Director Steve Knobl Ph.D. On behalf of the Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando
Counties, Inc., we also want to extend our appreciation to all of our sponsors that partnered with the early
learning coalition in support of this conference and its educators.

Magic Personified
ELC of Polk County
The Early Learning Coalition of Polk County’s Third Annual Gala: The Magic of Early Learning

Featured below are two winners from the Third Annual Early Learning Coalition of Polk County’s The Magic of Early Learning Fundraising
Gala. Sonia and her precious baby Arrow received the Nurse Family
Partnership Family of the Year Award. Ashley Johnson’s family won the
School Readiness and VPK Family of the Year Award. Congratulations
to these two families!
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The Big Yellow Bus
ELC of Southwest Florida
The Early Learning Coalition of Southwest Florida has teamed up with the
FutureMakers Coalition!

The Early Learning Coalition of Southwest Florida (SWFL) has teamed up with the FutureMakers Coalition! The FutureMakers Coalition was awarded a grant that allowed them to
write and publish a book called “The Power of Pre-K”. The ELC of SWFL will be helping this
group to promote their book and is actively distributing it throughout the four county region
they serve. Unveiled this week- “The Power of Pre-K” bus wrap that will be seen throughout
Lee County, Florida! This “moving billboard” will certainly be noticed and will promote the
value that enrollment in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Program (VPK) brings to young children—and families!
Visit schoolreadySWFL.org for more information about this initiative.
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Tis’ The Season!

ELC of St. Lucie County

Our Holiday Card Art Contest Winner!

Without a doubt, our Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) Program kids at the Early
Learning Coalition of St. Lucie County are creative geniuses and our recent greeting
card art contest proves it! Congratulations to our very first Holiday Greeting Card
Art Contest, Abigail, age 4, (pictured below) from Kids Harbor Learning Center Pre-K
program. Any child enrolled in any St. Lucie County VPK Program was eligible to enter
the contest, with their own original art. Abigail’s work will be framed at our office and
used for both our digital and paper holiday card.
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OEL Resources

Take a look at our
most recent
Parents’ Pages!
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