
VPK Progress Monitoring Assessment Pilot 

Richard Corcoran 
Commissioner of Education 

October 14, 2020 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Executive Directors, Early Learning Coalitions 
VPK School District Contacts 

FROM: Shan Goff, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: VPK Progress Monitoring Assessment Pilot – 2020-031 

We are pleased to announce that the Office of Early Learning (OEL) will implement a voluntary, two-year 
pilot to administer the Star Early Literacy Assessment in private and public providers beginning in January 
2021. Administration of STAR Early Literacy in Florida’s VPK programs will establish consistency in 
assessments between VPK and Kindergarten and provide a more comprehensive overview of the learning and 
growth continuum during critical early learning years. This pilot is funded through Child Care Development 
Fund/CARES and is one of our priority projects. 

Star Early Literacy® is an online, adaptive instrument that students complete independently in approximately 
15-20 minutes. Star Early Literacy® is comprised of 27 items and is administered using computer-adaptive
procedures. This design allows for students to be assessed using items that appropriately match their ability
level. The primary advantage of using a technology-based platform to administer Star Early Literacy® is the
ability to tailor each student’s test based on his or her responses to previous items.

The online, adaptive instrument allows students to respond in multiple technology formats, including 
touchscreen, mouse or keyboard, with extended time available as an accommodation. Appropriate FLKRS 
test administration practices include following administration manual guidance, orienting students to the 
assessment using the Star Early Literacy® practice test, supervising students taking the test individually or in 
small groups, and providing extended time as an accommodation, if appropriate. 

The Star Early Literacy Assessment will be used to assess VPK children participating in the pilot during the first 
30 instructional days of the school year VPK program, mid-year and end-of-year. Because Year 1 of the pilot 
begins in January 2021, participating providers will administer the first assessment mid-year of their school 
year program in January/February 2021. 

Throughout the year, the Star Early Literacy Assessment will also be available for ongoing progress 
monitoring, as needed for students. Star Early Literacy Assessment data may be used by VPK instructors and 
administrators to assist in planning for instruction. 
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OEL will provide one technology device and a set of headphones for each classroom participating in the pilot 
to assist in administering the Star Early Literacy Assessment for those providers who apply and are approved 
to participate in the pilot. 

For more information regarding the Star Early Literacy Assessment Pilot, including the link where VPK 
providers may apply, please visit http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy- 
assessment-pilot. The attached guidance document provides additional information regarding the 
pilot implementation. 

Please feel free to contact us at VPKStarPilot@oel.myflorida.com if you have any questions. 

SGG/mw 

Attachment:  VPK Progress Monitoring Program Pilot Flyer 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot
mailto:VPKStarPilot@oel.myflorida.com
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VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot 2020-2022 
Welcome and Next Steps 

Congratulations on your approved participation in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot using Star Early Literacy! 

The Office of Early Learning (OEL) is excited to launch this initiative with your participation. We look forward to 

working with you in this pilot over the remainder of the 2020-2021 and the 2021-2022 VPK school years. 

Next Step: Register for a Training Here 
Renaissance, in collaboration with OEL, is providing professional learning opportunities for educators participating 

in the Florida VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot through live virtual webinars. The webinars will be recorded and 

made available through OEL. The implementation training will provide the following: 

 Overview of the Star Early Literacy Assessment
 Purpose of universal screening

 Test administration practices

 Star Early Literacy scoring and explanation of score meaning

 Support and implementation resources

Next Step: Become Familiar with Available Resources 
A dedicated web page is available at: http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot 
with resources including Program Guidance and Frequently Asked Questions documents. Please take a few 

moments to become familiar with the information related to the pilot. In addition, training registration links and 

Renaissance Star Early Literacy resource documents are available on this site. 

Technology Devices  
OEL will be providing one technology device and one set of headphones for each VPK classroom participating 
in the pilot to support implementation. Star Early Literacy may be used with multiple types of technology 

including desktop computers, laptops, tablets, etc. Technology requirements may be viewed at http:// 
doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf. Please note that due to national demand for technology devices at 
this time, there may be a delay in shipment. 
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http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring
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Timeline 

Dates Action Responsible Party 

November/ Professional Development—Implementation Renaissance/OEL 
December 2020  VPK Administrators, ELC Staff, District Staff

 VPK Teachers VPK Administrators, ELC 
Staff, District Staff, VPK 
Teachers Note: If registration is full, recorded training webinars may 

be accessed at http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-
progress-monitoring-program-pilot

January 4 - Star Early Literacy Assessment Window VPK Provider Pilot 
Participants February 4, 2021 (VPK teachers administer the Star Early Literacy Assessment 

with students within this window.) 

March 1, 2, 3, & 4, Professional Development—Reports and Progress Renaissance/OEL 
2021 Monitoring

 VPK Administrators, ELC Staff, District Staff VPK Administrators, ELC 
 VPK Staff, District Staff, VPK Teachers

Teachers 
Note: Registration available soon! 

Within last 30 days Star Early Literacy Assessment Window VPK Provider Pilot 
Participants of VPK school year VPK Assessment Window (AP3) 

program (VPK teachers administer both the Star Early Literacy 
Assessment and the VPK Assessment AP3 with students 

within this window.) 

Contacts and Resources
Participating VPK providers may obtain support on using the Star Early Literacy Assessment via the following resources: 

    
                                                                                                                                                 

             
    

        

• Pilot website: http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot

• Technology requirements: http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf

• Help Desk and Technical Assistance

* Renaissance Place Help Desk: 1-800-338-4204 or PilotVPK@renaissance.com (Questions about Star Early Literacy )

* OEL policy technical assistance: VPKStarPilot@oel.myflorida.com (Questions about pilot implementation)   
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http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
mailto:VPKStarPilot@oel.myflorida.com
mailto:PilotVPK@renaissance.com
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot


 

               

 

    
    

   

      

 

     
     

  

 

       
         

        
 

           
      

       
         
    

    
        

     
     

  

     

  

     
            

     
        

     

      

           
      

 
 

Florida Department of Education 
Office of Early Learning 

Program Guidance 520.05 

2020-2022 VPK PROGRESS MONITORING PROGRAM PILOT 

OF INTEREST TO 

The Office of Early Learning (OEL, the Office), Early Learning Coalitions, and private and public 
providers implementing the state requirements related to the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) 
Education Program. 

SUMMARY 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, none of Florida’s four-year-olds/incoming VPK students will have had a 
typical prekindergarten experience. A need exists to track student progress from VPK through 
kindergarten to ensure that students continue to receive the necessary supports to ensure their future 
success. 

Using the same progress monitoring tool in VPK that is used in kindergarten screening will meet the 
goal of tracking progress using consistent data from the same tool. (See section 1002.69, F.S. which 
requires the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) to be administered within the first 30 
days of the school year in all kindergarten classrooms.)  The Star Early Literacy Assessment has been 
used as the FLKRS tool for the last three years. 

The Office of Early Learning (OEL) will implement a voluntary, two-year VPK Progress Monitoring 
Assessment Program Pilot to administer the Star Early Literacy Assessment in private and public VPK 
providers beginning in January 2021.  The pilot will provide data consistency between VPK and 
kindergarten for the next two years. 

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCES 

Section 1002.69, Florida Statutes and 6M-8.620, Florida Administrative Code 

PROGRAM GUIDANCE 

The voluntary VPK Progress Monitoring Assessment Pilot provides the opportunity for private and 
public school VPK providers to implement Star Early Literacy with children in their VPK school-year 
programs. Extending the administration of STAR Early Literacy into Florida’s VPK programs will 
establish consistency in assessment between VPK and Kindergarten and provide a more 
comprehensive overview of the learning and growth continuum during critical early learning years. 

The following activities will be implemented in the VPK Progress Monitoring Assessment Pilot: 

• OEL will provide an application for VPK providers seeking to participate in the pilot to complete 
and submit electronically via the Bright Beginnings website at 
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot. 

250 MARRIOTT DRIVE • TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399 • 850-717-8550 • TOLL FREE 866-357-3239 • WWW.FLORIDAEARLYLEARNING.COM 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2017/1002.69
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1002/1002PartVContentsIndex.html&StatuteYear=2019&Title=%2D%3E2019%2D%3EChapter%201002%2D%3EPart%20V
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot


    

              

        
     

 
 

        
      

 
      

         

    

    

            

       

           

       

           

    

            

            

         

          

        

        

       

        

     

         

    

 

  

            
    

          
   

         
    

  

OEL 520.04 – 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR VPK PROGRAMS 

• OEL will provide a dedicated VPK Progress Monitoring Assessment Program Pilot web page 
providing information and resources regarding the pilot implementation available at 
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot. 

• OEL will distribute technology for VPK providers participating in the pilot (one device and one 
set of headphones per participating classroom), based upon availability. 

• Renaissance, in collaboration with OEL, will provide professional development in November 

2020 for coalitions, school districts and providers on how to administer the Star Early Literacy 

assessment. Professional development on Star Early Literacy reports, progress monitoring and 

implications will be provided in March 2021. 

• In 2020-2021, private and public VPK providers accepted to participate in the pilot will 

implement Star Early Literacy during their Assessment Period 2 administration (mid-year) 

window based on their approved VPK calendar and at the end of year, at a minimum. Progress 

monitoring opportunities are available at any time during the school year to check student 

progress, as needed. The VPK Assessment will also be required to be administered at end of 

year per 6M-8.620, Florida Administrative Code. 

• In 2021-2022, private and public VPK providers accepted to participate in the pilot will 

administer Star Early Literacy at the beginning of year, mid- and end-of-year, at a minimum. 

Progress monitoring opportunities are available at any time during the school year to check 

student progress, as needed. OEL will seek a rule waiver to waive VPK Assessment 

administration for the 2021-2022 school year for providers participating in the pilot, as Star 

Early Literacy provides beginning and end of year assessment data. 

• Renaissance, in collaboration with OEL and early learning coalitions, will analyze ongoing 

progress monitoring at the provider level for driving instruction; at the coalition/district and 

state levels for planning supports/resources and professional development. 

• The Florida Center for Reading Research with the Florida State University will conduct an 

evaluation of the two-year pilot. 

PROVIDER ELIGIBILITY 

Providers must: 

• Be in good standing with the Statewide VPK Provider Contract and have no Class 1 Violations 
within the last two years. 

• Offer a VPK school year program spanning length of the school year (e.g., Fall through May vs. 
a condensed program January-May). 

• Please Note: Providers on Probation (POPs) are not excluded from eligibility and may apply 
to participate in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot. 
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OEL 520.04 – 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR VPK PROGRAMS 

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION 

Interested private and public school VPK providers will submit an application to OEL via the Bright 
Beginnings website administrator-level access within the prescribed timeline for review and approval. 

ELCs will review the applicants to ensure providers’ good standing. OEL will review the applications for 
completion and agreement with embedded assurances. Disapproval of a provider’s VPK Progress 
Monitoring Assessment Pilot application is not subject to Exhibit X. Due Process Procedures of the VPK 
Statewide Provider Contract. 

RESOURCES 

• Pilot Website 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot 

• Star Early Literacy Technology Requirements 

http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf 

• Help Desk and Technical Assistance 
o Renaissance Place Help Desk: 1-800-338-4204 or PilotVPK@renaissance.com 
o OEL policy technical assistance: VPKStarPilot@oel.myflorida.com 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Memo 

Attachment 2: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Flyer 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

October 26, 2020. 

HISTORY: 

Issued October 26, 2020. 
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http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004312127GJB43D.pdf
mailto:PilotVPK@renaissance.com
mailto:VPKStarPilot@oel.myflorida.com


Page | 1 

From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2021 7:35 AM 
Subject: Star Early Literacy How-To Webinar Training Opportunities 
 
Good Morning Pilot Participants, 
 
We wanted to share with you, that our Renaissance partners are offering FREE training opportunities 
beginning this summer through the fall for anyone who is new to Star Early Literacy. Training webinars 
and registration information is below. 

 
Star Early Literacy How-to Webinars 

 
Click the Register link, select the date, and time that best fits your schedule from the drop down 
options. 
 
How to Get Started 
Learn how to give Star adaptive assessments to get actionable data about students. 
Register 
 
How to Interpret Data 
Use Star adaptive results to answer key questions about student performance and growth. 
Register 
 
How to Enhance Instruction 
Apply Star adaptive data to focus instruction and practice and create instructional groups. 
Register 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2021 3:42 PM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Program Email Update June 10, 2021 
 
Good Afternoon Pilot Participants, 
 
As the end of our first year, we want to thank you for your participation and collaboration in the VPK 
Progress Monitoring Pilot Program. We hope you enjoy your summer, the Star Early Literacy Assessment 
Pilot site will not be available this summer from June 30, 2021 - August 1, 2021. We look forward for 
year two this fall, with your school year 2021-2022 VPK class(es) participation in the pilot program. 
 
Action Items: 

1) Device Confirmation (Lenovo Tablets and Cyber Acoustic Headphones): 

 We have several providers who have not completed the Device Confirmation Form. 

 Please complete device confirmations by June 15, 2021. 

 Click here to complete the Device Confirmation Form. 

 If your program has not received your devices, email vpkstarpilot@oel.myflorida.com. 
 

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/77fmvpz9sp/how-to-webinars-landing-page-for-bts_210525
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B14PfU0nSYiI15A-ITba_Q
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QH0j_n3NQ0ii0gCdjMtMmw
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V61ZfFhuSFSYoIcGfhELzQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKGVIgLKtMJl2Ql1k4dvWGmJSwUfakW6aLcHyaJgRLgnTf5w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:vpkstarpilot@oel.myflorida.com
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2) Setting your AP3 Screening Dates (even if you completed your testing for AP3): 

 Currently, the Renaissance system has default dates 4/1/2021-6/30/2021 for AP3. 

 Each provider needs to change their screening dates in Renaissance to align with their last 
30 days of their VPK Program year. 

 Attached you will find a Word document that has step-by-step instructions on how to do 
this and a video that visually shows you the steps to complete this. 

 If you need to verify you’ve done this correctly or need assistance you can contact 
Renaissance using the Chat feature in the Renaissance product to chat instantly with a 
live agent Monday-Friday 7:30 AM – 8:00 PM EST, calling Customer Assistance at 
1-800-338-4204 Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. CST or by emailing 
answers@renaissance.com. 

 
3) Completion of AP3: 

 Provider will administer Star Early Literacy AP3 testing concurrently with your VPK 
Assessment Schedule, within the last 30 days of your VPK Program. 

 Please note that for any students who take multiple Star Early Literacy tests during AP3, 
the first test score in the AP3 window will be counted in the pilot data. 

 
Professional Development Opportunities will be forthcoming. Please be sure to check your email for 
additional email updates. You can also find our email updates on the pilot website here. 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 2:51 PM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Email Update 5/21/2021 
 
Good Afternoon Pilot Participants, 
 
For many of you, the VPK School Year Program is complete or quickly approaching. We want to thank 
each provider for participating in the 1st year of the 2 year VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Program using 
Star Early Literacy. 
 
We hope you have been able to use the data from AP2 to inform the instruction in your VPK classrooms. 
Remember, AP3 is to be administered within the last 30 days of you program year. 
 
Many providers have asked if they need to administer the VPK Assessment and the Star Early Literacy 
Assessment. The Office of Early Learning is unable to remove this statute requirement. For Year 2  
(2021-2022) of the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot using Star Early Literacy, providers will need to 
administer the VPK Assessment as well as the Star Early Literacy Assessment. Data from both 
assessments can be used for planning instruction and monitoring your students’ achievement. 
 
We are looking forward to the upcoming school year and will be holding summer professional 
development opportunities as well as in the fall. Dates and times will be forthcoming. 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 

mailto:answers@renaissance.com
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/Content/Uploads/floridaearlylearning.com/files/VPKPilotEmailUpdates_ADA-060321.pdf
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From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 12:29 PM 
Subject: VPK Pilot Program Update 5.14.2021 
 
Good Afternoon Participants, 
 
These are general reminders to all participants. If you are no longer the person of contact for your 
provider site, please let me know who is so I can be sure they are on our email list. 
 

1) If you have not confirmed that you have received your devices please do so by completing this 
form, https://docs.google.com/forms. 

2) If you have not yet updated your AP3 Screening Window Dates, please do so immediately. You 
will administer Star Early Literacy AP3 testing concurrently with your VPK Assessment Schedule, 
within the last 30 days of your VPK Program. Please note that for any students who take multiple 
Star Early Literacy tests during AP3, the first test score in the AP3 window will be counted in the 
pilot data. Attached you will find a Word document that has step-by-step instructions on how to 
do this and a video that visually shows you the steps to complete this. If you need assistance you 
can contact Renaissance using the Chat feature in the Renaissance product to chat instantly with 
a live agent Monday-Friday 7:30 AM – 8:00 PM EST, calling Customer Assistance at 
1-800-338-4204 Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. CST or by emailing 
answers@renaissance.com. 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Thursday, April 8, 2021 10:45 AM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Update 4/8/2021 ACTION NEEDED 
 
Hello Participants, 
 
We hope that most, if not all providers have received the tablets and headphones for the pilot program. 
We have a few important updates for everyone. 
 
VPK Progress Monitoring Devices 
If you have not already, please confirm that you have received your tablets and headphones by 
completing the device confirmation form here: https://docs.google.com/forms. If you have multiple 
locations, send the link to that location’s contact for them to complete for their site. 
 
VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Assessment Period 3 Screening Window Dates 
You will administer Star Early Literacy AP3 testing concurrently with your VPK Assessment Schedule, 
within the last 30 days of your VPK Program. Please note that for any students who take multiple Star 
Early Literacy tests during AP3, the first test score in the AP3 window will be counted in the pilot data. 
NEW INFORMATION!!! ACTION NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Each provider will need to setup their AP3 Screening Window Dates by Friday April 16,2021. Attached 
you will find a Word document that has step-by-step instructions on how to do this and a video that 
visually shows you the steps to complete this. If you need assistance you can contact Renaissance using 
the Chat feature in the Renaissance product to chat instantly with a live agent Monday-Friday  
7:30 AM – 8:00 PM EST, calling Customer Assistance at 1-800-338-4204 Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. -  
7:00 p.m. CST or by emailing answers@renaissance.com.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKGVIgLKtMJl2Ql1k4dvWGmJSwUfakW6aLcHyaJgRLgnTf5w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:answers@renaissance.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Njr1Mos5J12vW9i4pFx34Oct28RXgB16iwZ4i2HP-fE/edit
mailto:answers@renaissance.com
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Office Hours will be available to ensure all providers have access and support needed to setup AP3 
Screening Window Dates. Please feel free to join one or more of the sessions listed below, should you 
need assistance. 
 

 4/12/21 – 10AM-11AM EST: https://renaissance.zoom.us 

 4/13/21 – 1 PM-2 PM EST: https://renaissance.zoom.us 

 4/14/21 – 5 PM-6PM EST: https://renaissance.zoom.us 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:05 PM 
Cc: franzed@highlands.k12.fl.us; valderis.davis@highlandschristian.org 
Subject: !!! NEW UPDATE !!! VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update on Accessing Training PowerPoints 
and AP3 Screening Window 
 
Good afternoon Pilot Participants, 
 
We have some exciting news for you! 
 
Renaissance has made the “How to Use Reports” Training PowerPoints available to you through 
Renaissance U, their professional learning platform. The PowerPoints will be available for a limited time, 
60 days. Please use the attached Florida VPK Renaissance U document for instructions for logging in and 
accessing the PowerPoints. 
 
If you have questions with logging in or accessing the resources, please contact Customer Assistance for 
the most immediate assistance. This is available Monday–Friday from 6:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. (CST) at  
1-800-338-4204. 
 
VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Assessment Period 3 screening window: 
You will administer Star Early Literacy AP3 testing concurrently with your VPK Assessment Schedule. 
Please note that for any students who take multiple Star Early Literacy tests during AP3, the first test 
score in the AP3 window will be counted in the pilot data. It is not necessary for you to adjust the 
assessment window within the Renaissance Star Early Literacy system. 
Please feel free to print the graphic to post as a reminder. 

 

https://renaissance.zoom.us/j/96139821237?pwd=TXZrYlJUVzdobWJFejhMejBUZWlhZz09
https://renaissance.zoom.us/j/92936335483?pwd=YlZrZlBpRDFic29uMG12QkcvNDBxUT09
https://renaissance.zoom.us/j/97341946216?pwd=UWptSUZXTE1GMS9GVFplYVhuSXd0dz09
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From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 8:43 AM 
Cc: Melinda Webster <Melinda.Webster@oel.myflorida.com>; Cassandra Jackson 
<cassandra.jackson@oel.myflorida.com>; Hope Colle <Hope.Colle@oel.myflorida.com>; Gary Sabitsch 
<Gary.Sabitsch@oel.myflorida.com>; Santosh Gunturu <Santosh.Gunturu@oel.myflorida.com> 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update March 1, 2021 
 
Good morning Pilot Participants, 
 
Thank you for your participation and completion of AP2 that ended Friday February 26, 2021. 
 
We understand that some providers have not received their tablet and headphone devices or do not 
have the necessary technology to complete AP2 testing by Feb. 26, 2021. You will still be able to test 
after the window closes, the software allows for student assessment all year long. A large batch of 
tablets and headphones were shipped to providers on Monday February 1, 2021. Another batch will be 
shipping soon from our vendors. When your devices are shipped you will receive an email for our office 
letting you know to expect them. 
 
Florida VPK Pilot Related Questions 
Please email answers@renaissance.com for Star Early Literacy Assessment product related questions 
and Pilotvpk@renaissance.com for OEL pilot related questions. 
 
In your email please include: 
Provider/School Name 

Provider ID 

Your Name 

Contact Phone Number 

Star Early Literacy Training Opportunities 
Once children have been assessed, the next step is to view Star Early Literacy reports to analyze your 
students’ data. To provide support in that process, Renaissance will deliver “How to Use Star Early 
Literacy Reports” training webinars in the first week of March to share information on the valuable 
reports available and how to interpret the scores to help in planning instruction for children. 
Training webinar registration information is provided below. Please note that space is limited. If there 
are multiple teachers at your center/school who will be viewing the webinar at the same time together 
in a group, only one registration is needed. The teacher training will be repeated multiple times to 
accommodate schedules. The content is the same for each teacher training. Trainings will be recorded 
and posted (for 60 days) on the Pilot website at http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk for later 
viewing as a review, or for those individuals who were not able to attend a live webinar. 

mailto:answers@renaissance.com
mailto:Pilotvpk@renaissance.com
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
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*How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports Training Webinar Registration* 

Participant 
Groups 

Topic Dates Times 
Maximum # of 

participants 

Administrators How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/01/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST FULL 

Teachers How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/02/2021 9:00-10:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/02/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST FULL 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/03/2021 10:00-11:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/03/2021 5:00-6:30 PM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/04/2021 9:00-10:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/04/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST 300 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2021 11:33 AM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update 2-17-2021 
 
Hello! We hope all is going well thus far with your participation in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot 
using the Star Early Literacy. Thank you for reaching out for support. Please see updated information 
below. 
 
VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Program Study 
As indicated in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot application assurances, research activities will take 
place as a part of the state-wide pilot program study conducted by the Florida Center for Reading 
Research (FCRR). Researchers from FCRR at the Florida State University are collaborating with the Office 
of Early Learning to study the implementation of the STAR Early Literacy Assessment within Voluntary 
Prekindergarten (VPK) classrooms throughout the state. Providers participating in the Pilot may receive 
email communication from FCRR regarding these activities. 
 
Star Early Literacy Training Opportunities 
Once children have been assessed, the next step is to view Star Early Literacy reports to analyze your 
students’ data. To provide support in that process, Renaissance will deliver “How to Use Star Early 
Literacy Reports” training webinars in the first week of March to share information on the valuable 
reports available and how to interpret the scores to help in planning instruction for children. 
Training webinar registration information is provided below. Please note that space is limited. If there 
are multiple teachers at your center/school who will be viewing the webinar at the same time together 
in a group, only one registration is needed. The teacher training will be repeated multiple times to 
accommodate schedules. The content is the same for each teacher training. Trainings will be recorded 
and posted on the Pilot website at http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk for later viewing as a 
review, or for those individuals who were not able to attend a live webinar. 

https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3lu9Q-vsQhmI_W12A-t6Tw
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mfY_80tfSpCUSQGsiZx9mQ
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MJ46sdoiTn--eHlPa1FDZg
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lehSlGYRT4KtaEr_Mxagog
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8yWGEWW2RMilj_zK0cNnHA
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X59snSEaTVeBuqq9exuvZQ
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CTXy-mQlTuOvAvnpNZy0QQ
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
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*How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports Training Webinar Registration* 
Participant 
Groups 

Topic Dates Times Maximum # of 
participants 

Administrators How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/01/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST FULL 

Teachers How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/02/2021 9:00-10:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/02/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/03/2021 10:00-11:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/03/2021 5:00-6:30 PM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/04/2021 9:00-10:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/04/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST 300 

 
Florida VPK Pilot Assessment and Product Related Questions 
Please email answers@renaissance.com for product related questions and Pilotvpk@renaissance.com 
for specific questions about the assessment. 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2021 2:53 PM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update (Training Opportunity) 1-28-21 
 
Apologies, corrections are made in the webinar times below. Thank you. 
 
Hello! It has been great to hear from many of you that the Star Early Literacy Assessment has been 
completed with your students. Please note that that the Star Early Literacy Assessment Window has 
been extended to February 26, 2021. 
 

 Star Early Literacy Training 
Once children have been assessed, the next step is to view Star Early Literacy reports to analyze 
your students’ data. To provide support in that process, Renaissance will deliver “How to Use 
Star Early Literacy Reports” training webinars in the first week of March to share information on 
the valuable reports available and how to interpret the scores to help in planning instruction 
for children. 
Training webinar registration information is provided below. Please note that space is limited. If 
there are multiple teachers at your center/school who will be viewing the webinar at the same 
time together in a group, only one registration is needed. The teacher training will be repeated 
multiple times to accommodate schedules. The content is the same for each teacher training. 
Trainings will be recorded and posted on the Pilot website at 
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk for later viewing as a review, or for those individuals 
who were not able to attend a live webinar.

https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3lu9Q-vsQhmI_W12A-t6Tw
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mfY_80tfSpCUSQGsiZx9mQ
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MJ46sdoiTn--eHlPa1FDZg
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lehSlGYRT4KtaEr_Mxagog
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8yWGEWW2RMilj_zK0cNnHA
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X59snSEaTVeBuqq9exuvZQ
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CTXy-mQlTuOvAvnpNZy0QQ
mailto:answers@renaissance.com
mailto:Pilotvpk@renaissance.com
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
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*How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports Training Webinar Registration* 
Participant 

Groups 
Topic Dates Times 

Maximum # of 

participants 

Administrators How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/01/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST 300 

Teachers How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/02/2021 9:00-10:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/02/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/03/2021 10:00-11:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/03/2021 5:00-6:30 PM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/04/2021 9:00-10:30 AM EST 300 

Teachers (repeated) How to Use Star Early Literacy Reports  03/04/2021 1:00-2:30 PM EST 300 

 

 Where can I find information regarding Star Early Literacy reports and scoring? 
o The Star Early Literacy Assessment content covers ages preschool through third grade. 

Scaled Scores are the scores that you will want to concentrate on for monitoring student 
progress using Star Early Literacy. Please see the visual below. Star Early Literacy uses a 
scale from 300-900. The smaller brackets show where a typical student might score at the 
beginning of VPK (400 to 500). Because the same range is used for all students, scaled 
scores can be used to compare student performance across grade levels. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
o Scaled Score Definition: Scaled Score (SS) is calculated based on the difficulty of items and 

the number of correct responses. Because the same range is used for all students, scaled 
scores can be used to compare student performance across grade levels. Star Early 
Literacy scaled scores range from 300 to 900 and relate directly to the literacy 
classifications. Literacy classifications are the stages of literacy development measured in 
Star Early Literacy and associated with scaled scores: Emergent Reader (300–674), 
Transitional Reader (675–774), and Probable Reader (775–900) 

o Helpful links to find more information about reports: 
 Report Use Guidance: Star Early Literacy - Which Report Should I Use? 

(renaissance.com) (Screening Report is a good place to start.) 
 Score Definitions: SELScoreDefinitions.pdf (renaissance.com) 
 Comprehensive list of resources with a search field to find any topic you need: 

https://help2.renaissance.com/SEL/Resources 
 

 Technical Assistance 
The following methods can be used ongoing for Renaissance assistance: 

o Email support is available at answers@renaissance.com or Pilotvpk@renaissance.com if 
you have a specific question about the Florida VPK Pilot assessment. 

o Customer assistance is available Monday–Friday from 6:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. (CST)  
1-800-338-4204.

https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3lu9Q-vsQhmI_W12A-t6Tw
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mfY_80tfSpCUSQGsiZx9mQ
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MJ46sdoiTn--eHlPa1FDZg
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lehSlGYRT4KtaEr_Mxagog
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8yWGEWW2RMilj_zK0cNnHA
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X59snSEaTVeBuqq9exuvZQ
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CTXy-mQlTuOvAvnpNZy0QQ
https://help2.renaissance.com/SEL/whichreport2
https://help2.renaissance.com/SEL/whichreport2
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SEL/SELScoreDefinitions.pdf#search=%22star%20early%20literacy%20reports%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/SEL/Resources
mailto:answers@renaissance.com
mailto:Pilotvpk@renaissance.com
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o There is also have a live chat feature available on the Renaissance™ site home page 

during their office hours. Just click on the link to connect with a member of the 
Renaissance Technical Support Department. 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 11:14 AM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update 1-27-21 
 
Hello! We hope that all is going well thus far with your participation in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot 
using Star Early Literacy. Thank you for reaching out with your questions and needs. Please see updated 
information below. 
 

 *Current Star Early Literacy Assessment Window Extension* 
The current Star Early Literacy assessment window has been extended for all Pilot participants through 
February 26, 2021 to allow additional time considering that technology devices are currently being 
shipped.  
The current assessment window to administer Star Early Literacy is now January 11-February 26, 2021. 
 

 Missing Students, Adding Students or Moving Students to Another Classroom 
The student and teacher information in the Renaissance system for Star Early Literacy has been 
provided by the Office of Early Learning (OEL) to Renaissance from the Provider Portal. If 
students are missing, need to be added, removed, or changed to another classroom, please make 
those changes in the Provider Portal. OEL sends a nightly update to Renaissance, so those 
changes will be reflected in Star Early Literacy within 48 hours. 

 

 Technical Assistance 
The following methods can be used ongoing for Renaissance assistance: 

o Email support is available at answers@renaissance.com or Pilotvpk@renaissance.com if 
you have a specific question about the Florida VPK Pilot assessment. 

o Customer assistance is available Monday–Friday from 6:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. (CST)  
1-800-338-4204.There is also have a live chat feature available on the Renaissance™ site 
home page during their office hours. Just click on the link to connect with a member of 
the Renaissance Technical Support Department. 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:40 AM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update 1-20-21 
 
Hello! We hope that all is going well thus far with your participation in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot 
using Star Early Literacy. Thank you for reaching out with your questions and needs. Please see updated 
information below. 
 

 Parent Letter 
Attached is an optional, customizable parent letter that you may wish to use to inform parents 
about the Star Early Literacy Assessment. Please feel free to use, if you wish.

mailto:answers@renaissance.com
mailto:Pilotvpk@renaissance.com
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 “VPK Pilot Office Hours” for your questions! There are three times set aside in the chart below 
where you can drop in with questions you may have about the pilot or issues you may be 
experiencing. I will be on the webinar along with a representative from Renaissance to answer 
questions or provide clarifying information. Please feel to drop in at your convenience during 
the hour webinar to ask your questions. 

 
“Office Hours” 

Date Time Registration Link 

January 21, 2021 1:00-2:00 pm EST https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register  

January 26, 2021 1:00-2:00 pm EST https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register  

January 27, 2021 1:00-2:00 pm EST https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register  

 
The following methods can be used ongoing for Renaissance assistance: 

o Email support is available at answers@renaissance.com or Pilotvpk@renaissance.com if 
you have a specific question about the Florida VPK Pilot assessment. 

o Customer assistance is available Monday–Friday from 6:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. (CST)  
1-800-338-4204. 

o There is also have a live chat feature available on the Renaissance™ site home page 
during their office hours. Just click on the link to connect with a member of the 
Renaissance Technical Support Department. 

 Administrator Login 
Please note the administrator login direction that states, “The administrator username for your 
school is: (sch)+(your VPK program ID number) Example: sch1234,” actually means to use the 
letters sch, not your school or center’s name. Please do not change usernames or password 
names, as the system is refreshed each night with data from the Provider Portal, and any 
changes will be lost. 
 

 Monitor Password 
You may encounter the need to enter the “Monitor Password” prior to beginning an assessment 
with a child. The Monitor Password is admin. 
If a school administrator wishes to disable the initial monitor password prompt that students see 
when they log in to test, they can do so by following these directions. 
 
Editing the Password Requirement Preference: 

o From your Home page select your name in the upper-right corner > Edit 
Preferences > Password Requirement. By default, all of your classes are listed. 
For each class, un-check the 'Before a Star test' box, then click Save Changes. 

 

 Adding Students or Moving Students to Another Classroom 
The student and teacher information in the Renaissance system for Star Early Literacy has been 
provided by the Office of Early Learning (OEL) to Renaissance from the Provider Portal. If 
students need to be added, removed, or changed to another classroom, please make those 
changes in the Provider Portal. OEL sends a nightly update to Renaissance, so those changes will 
be reflected in Star Early Literacy within 48 hours.

https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aneKkdwwROi0atBdap_8tA
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2mxBjGE0SiSYp3SUxAkwbg
https://renaissance.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6Hr_MlykQaSwOBTsRkyhkQ
mailto:answers@renaissance.com
mailto:Pilotvpk@renaissance.com
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 Technology Devices 
Each VPK classroom participating in the pilot will receive a tablet and a set of headphones. This 
equipment will be shipped directly to the centers and schools. Due to high national demand for 
technology at this time, the devices are due to arrive late January. The tablets and the 
headphones may not arrive at the same time, as they are shipped from different vendors. 

 
Actually, any device can be used for Star Early Literacy that has internet access and at least a 10” 
screen. If a center or school has other devices that can be used, you do not need to wait for the 
tablets to arrive. If needed, we may need to extend the assessment window for those 
centers/schools who do not have an alternate device for use. The current assessment window is 
January 11-February 12, 2021. 

 
Thank you for your participation in the pilot! Student progress information will be very useful in 
planning instruction for your children and monitoring their progress. 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

As you know, reading is a skill essential for all 
students. As educators, our goal is to help 
develop and nurture students’ skills. Beginning in 
January 2021, your child will be taking 
Renaissance Star Early Literacy® to gauge their 
performance on early literacy skills and early 
numeracy skills as part of the VPK Progress 
Monitoring Pilot sponsored by the Department of 
Education Office of Early Learning. This 
assessment will be administered at the 
beginning, middle and end of the school year to 
monitor your child’s progress. 
 
Star Early Literacy is a computer-adaptive assessment taken on a computer or tablet (e.g., iPad®) and uses 
audio in which a narrator reads the questions to students. The questions each student sees get easier or 
more difficult depending on how the student responds. The assessment typically takes less than 15 
minutes to complete. Star Early Literacy will provide important information for your child’s teacher to plan 
instruction to meet your child’s educational needs. Click the link below to see the student experience. 
Star Early Literacy taken on a tablet 
Every day we will work with your child to develop and grow their early literacy skills. Here are some skills 
and activities you can work on at home to support and practice what your child is learning at school. For 
more information, please visit http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/families.html.

Narrator: “Pick the picture of the dog under the table.” 
Your child clicks the answer and it appears on the line 

above. 

https://videos.renaissance.com/watch/5XNUpPs1GU8ZmTVvJXwJAd
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/families.html
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Talk with Your Child: Use trips to the grocery store, dinnertime chats and driving in the car as a time to 
introduce new words and talk about the world around us. 

Exchange Stories: Tell a great story and have your child tell you one back! It’s a great way to build oral language 
and learn new words. 

Talk About Letters: Help your child learn the names of the letters and the sounds the letters make. Turn it into 
a game! For example, you could say, “I’m thinking of a letter and it makes the sound ssssss.” 

Have Fun with Rhymes: Sing rhyming songs, read rhyming books and say tongue twisters with your child. This 
helps them learn new sounds in words. 

Read Every Day and Ask Questions: Reading together for 20 minutes each day and talking about what you are 
reading helps children understand what they are reading. 

Take Advantage of Available Help: Select books your child is most interested in reading. Talk with your child’s 
teacher or a local librarian to find the best books for your child. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions regarding our implementation of Star 
Early Literacy. Thank you for partnering with us and supporting your child’s learning. 

 
From: VPKStarPilot 
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2021 3:22 PM 
Subject: VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Update 
 
Hello! Thank you for your participation in the VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot using Star Early Literacy. We 
are reaching out with an update as we near the end of the first week of implementation. Thank you for 
reaching out with your questions and needs. Some of the frequently asked questions are addressed in 
the content below. 
 

 Technology Devices 
Each VPK classroom participating in the pilot will receive a tablet and a set of headphones. This 
equipment will be shipped directly to the centers and schools. Due to high national demand for 
technology at this time, the devices are due to arrive mid to late January. The tablets and the 
headphones may not arrive at the same time, as they are shipped from different vendors. 
Actually, any device can be used for Star Early Literacy that has internet access and at least a 10” 
screen. If a center or school has other devices that can be used, you do not need to wait for the 
tablets to arrive. If needed, we may need to adjust the assessment window for those 
centers/schools who do not have an alternate device for use. The current assessment window is 
January 11-February 12, 2021. 

 

 Star Early Literacy Login Instructions 
All participating provider administrators should have already received an email from Renaissance 
with Star Early Literacy login instructions. Please reply to this message if you have not yet 
received that communication. Please check the spam or junk email folder as well. 

 Monitor Password 
You may encounter the need to enter the “Monitor Password” prior to beginning an assessment 
with a child. The Monitor Password is admin. 
If a school administrator wishes to disable the initial monitor password prompt that students see 
when they log in to test, they can do so by following these directions. 
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Editing the Password Requirement Preference: 
o From your Home page select your name in the upper-right corner > Edit  

Preferences > Password Requirement. By default, all of your classes are listed.  For 
each class, un-check the 'Before a Star test' box, then click Save Changes. 

 

 Adding Students or Moving Students to Another Classroom 
The student and teacher information in the Renaissance system for Star Early Literacy has been 
provided by the Office of Early Learning (OEL) to Renaissance from the Provider Portal. If 
students need to be added, removed, or changed to another classroom, please make those 
changes in the Provider Portal. OEL sends a nightly update to Renaissance, so those changes will 
be reflected in Star Early Literacy in one to two days. 

 Star Early Literacy Reports 
As students are assessed and you begin to look at reports, you will notice that “benchmarks” are 
not addressed for Pre-K. The Star Early Literacy Assessment content covers ages preschool 
through third grade. Scaled Scores are the scores that you will want to concentrate on for 
monitoring student progress using Star Early Literacy. Please see the visual below. Star Early 
Literacy uses a scale that is 300-900. The smaller brackets show where a typical student might 
score at the beginning of VPK (400=age 4) to (500=age 5). Because the same range is used for all 
students, scale13 scores can be used to compare student performance across grade levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professional Development: The next round of Star Early Literacy training in early March will focus 
on how to interpret Star Early Literacy reports and use the data to plan instruction. Registration 
information will be sent out soon for the administrator and teacher trainings. The trainings will 
also be recorded for later viewing. 

 

 Technical Assistance 
There are a few ways to contact Renaissance for assistance: 

o A link to a resource page including frequently asked questions and recorded trainings 
can be found here http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk 

o Email support is available at answers@renaissance.com or Pilotvpk@renaissance.com if 
you have a specific question about the Florida VPK Pilot assessment. 

o Customer assistance is available Monday–Friday from 6:30 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. (CST)  
1-800-338-4204. 

o There is also have a live chat feature available on the Renaissance™ site home page 
during office hours. Just click on the link to connect with a member of the Renaissance 
Technical Support Department. 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-progress-monitoring-program-pilot
mailto:answers@renaissance.com
mailto:Pilotvpk@renaissance.com
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